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Susanna 
By Dorothy Brown Thompson 
Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto 
him of their substance.— Luke 8 : 3. 
HE could not dream that we should think of her— 
We, the unborn of twenty centuries— 


That we should read her name with greater names, 
And-wonder who companioned so with these ; 


As we to her, is she to us, unknown— F 
From out old parchments she emerges, dim 

And vague in outline—yet her monument 
Stands in that Word—she ministered to Him. 








Facts That Mislead 
’ Facts do not always tell the truth. It is important 
to keep this in mind as we read books of travel and 
ipti They may be filled with interesting facts, 
yet be misleading. THe Sunpay ScHoor TIMEs re- 
cently declined the advertisement of a book, written 
for children, that describes in a most interesting way 
a certain land on the other side of the world. The 
picture drawn by the authbr is doubtless accurate, a 
readalile account of what is going on there. It is a 
rosy and attractive picture of many things; but it is 
a heathen land that is being described, and the reader 
is left with the. impression that all is well and that 
the people of that land need nothing they do not now 
have. The facts describeg@- are doubtless facts, but are 
most misleading. It is a @angerous thing to give chil- 
dren an attractive, winsome picture of a land and a 
people without Christ. The Editor of the Tres, 
after the decision was made not to advertise this book, 
asked a missionary of many years’ experience in Japan 
what she thought of such a book for young people. 
Instantly she replied that it was a serious mistake to 
give children such books. “You know,” she added, 
“T was kept for years from going as a missionary to 
Japan because, as a child, my only idea of that land 
was the usual cherry blossom picture. I felt that, 
when I went as a missionary, I wanted to go to 
some land that really needed Christ.” She is thanking 
God today that her eyes were opened to the tragic 
need of “Cherry Blossom Japan,” and that her child- 
hood picture was finally dispelled and exposed as sadly 
misleading. Indeed, this missionary said earnestly that 
she wished some writer would do for Japan what 
Katherine Mayo has done for “Mother India,” in tell- 
ing the truth about a people and a country “having 
no hope, and. without God in the world.” 
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The Bride’s Name : 


Should a wife be known by the name of her hus- 
band?. Many of this “modern” generation are saying 
that it should no longer be so: let a man and a woman 
marry if they will, but she must retain her own in- 
dividuality and keep her own name. This has long 
been the custom among married women of the stage; 
now it is being adopted by some prominent literary 
women and others. It is but another e sion of 
the increasing revolt of the world against Mar- 
riage is not a “convention” of human society; it is 
a sacred relationship ordained of God. It began, as 





ordered by God, before sin had ever entered the human 
race. It is a type of the sacred and eternal relation- 
ship between the true Church of Christ and Christ 
himself. He is the heavenly Bridegroom, the Church 
is the Bride. A recent writer on Ephesians finely 
reminds us, in speaking of “the whole family” of be- 
lievers (Eph. 3:15): “The bride*takes the name of 
the Bridegroom; Christ, Christians. Here would be 
another strong reason for the need of the Holy Spirit; 
the bride must be saved from doing anything, or say- 
ing anything or going anywhere, that would bring any 
reproach upon Him whose name she bears.” Hus- 
bands and wives, married in the Lord, may well re- 
joice in the wonder and beauty of their human rela- 
tionship as they remember what it typifies. “Husbands, 
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it’ (Eph. 5:25). So the Chris- 
tian wife gladly takes the name of her beloved and 
loving husband, thus showing forth in name as well 
as in life her freely chosen and fully accepted identity 
with him. 


‘The Bride eyes not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom’s 


ace: 

I will not gaze at glory, but on my King of grace— 
Not at the crown He giveth, but on His pierced hand: 
The Lamb is all-the glory of Immanuel’s land. 


=< 


The Rapture and the Jews 


How will the Jews be affected when the Church 
of Christ is caught away from this earth? A recent 
experience of a Christian man, a warm friend of 
Tue Sunpay ScHoo, Times, may throw light on this. 
He writes to the Editor: “I had a remarkable experi- 
ence recently when traveling with an orthodox Jew. 
We were together in the same cabin for several days 


and, as my custom is, I knelt at my berth-side ‘night 
and morning to pray. I soon found out that this Jew, 
in the upper berth, watched with keen interest my 
reading of the Scriptures. When Sunday came I 
would no longer play deck games with him, but other- 
wise we were on very friéndly terms. On Sunday, 
when we were walking together up and down the deck, 
I at last reached the subject of the Rapture. In full 
detail I gave him the program as I understood it, 
Scripturally, to be. All of a sudden he turned and 
faced me, and with his finger pointing, he said: ‘If 
that event takes place as you said, we shall know that 
you folks are right and we Jews are wrong, and that 
will create a cataclysm in our midst.’ In other words, 
he admitted that the moment the Rapture takes place 
the Jews would have the proof that they were wrong 
in their position and the Christian Protestants were 
right, and it would immediately cause them to admit 
that Jesus Christ was their promised Messiah whom 
they had failed to recognize as such.” We may in- 
deed hope that this will be so. The sudden disappear- 
ance from the earth of perhaps millions of persons in 
‘every walk of life and in almost every land should 
shake society to its foundations; there will be many 
non-Christian Jews who will not only know their He- 
brew Old Testament well, but will also be familiar 
with the teaching of the Church, based on the New 
Testament, as to the Rapture of the Church. This 
may be one of the final great events of this age to 
be used of God in turning the “Remnant” of Israel 
to him in delayed but real faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Messiah. Soon after this will come 
the return of the Messiah in revelation and glory, 
“and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced” 
(Zech. 12:10). “And so all Israel shall be saved... . 
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins” (Rom. 11: 26, 27). 


The Federal Council —A Protest and a Reply 


appeared an advertisement of a book entitled, “Pas- 

tors, Politicians, Pacifists,’” by LeRoy F.- Smith 
and E. B. Johns (Constructive Educational Publishing 
Co., 111 West Washington St., Chicago, $1). The 
advertisement was headed “Where is the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches Drifting?” In the advertisement vari- 
ous questions were raised in criticism of the activities 
of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, and of certain affiliations of some of the 
prominent leaders in the organization. Late in Octo- 
ber four or five letters of protest were received con- 
cerning this advertisement from Federal Council 
leaders, which were answered; and in November a 
formal protest was received from Dr. John W. Lang- 
dale, Chairman of the Federal Council’s Committee 
on Policy, and signed by a group of denominational 
leaders, with the request that it be published in the 
Times. Immediate response: was made to Dr, Lang- 
dale, assuring him that the protest would be published, 
and it is here given in full: 


“In the face of such flagrant misrepresentation of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America as is contained in the advertisement entitled 
‘Where Is the Federal Council of Churches Drifting ?’ 
in THE Sunpay ScHoon Times of August 29, we can- 
not be silent. Because of our first-hand knowledge 
of the Federal Council, growing out of our close asso- 
ciation with it over a- period of several years, we. feel 
impelled to join in a united statement designed to cor- 
rect some of the erroneous impressions created by the 
advertisement and to explain to your readers the true 
character and spirit of the Federal Council. 

“The grossly misleading and unreliable character of 
the book advertised in your columns is indicated in the 
advertisemént itself. . That advertisement, not daring 
to put its innuendoes about the Federal Council in any 

itive form, resorts to the unworthy. device of ask- 
ing rhetorical questions which are designed to create 
unmerited prejudice against the Federal Council and 
to give a -false impression of its work. 

“As illustrations of the way in which the advertise- 
ment misleads its readers, we single out the following : 


|: Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes of August 29 there 


“1. The impression is created that the policies of 
the Federal Council are determined by some other 
‘controiling group’ than the representatives named by 
the constituent denominations. The truth is that the 
only ‘controlling groups’ in this interdenominational 
body are the Council as a whole, which meets quad- 
rennially and is made up exclusively of approximately 
440 members appointed by the constituent denomina- 
tions; the Executive Committee, which meets annually 
and is made up exclusively of approximately 120 mem- 
bers appointed by the denominations; and the Admirf- 
istrative Committee, which meets monthly and is made 
up primarily of members appointed directly by the 
constituent denominations with a few co-opfed members 
representing such other well-recognized Christian 
agencies as the American Bible Society, the Foreign 
Missions Conference, the Home Missions Council, the 
Council of Church Boards of Education, and the Stu- 
dent Volunteer’ Movement. There is no member of 
any of the governing bodies of the Council who holds 
his position for any other reason than because of his 
nocesines place “in the life and work of the Christian 

urch. 


“2. The advertisement completely ignores the great 
constructive work which the Federal Council is doing 
in evangelism, Christian education, the relief of the 
suffering, and the development of Christian relation- 
ships between races and nations. No one, for example, 
could ever guess from the advertisement that the 
Federal Council every year circulates a Fellowship of 
Prayer, that has a circulation of upwards of a million 
copies, or that. through launching China Famine Re- 
lief, with the co-operation of the Foreign Missions 
Conference, it recently sent a million and a half dol- 
lars to relieve the starving Chinese. 

“3. The advertisement intimates that leaders in the 
Federal Council are in sympathy with Soviet Russia. 
The truth is that the Federal Council has taken two, 
and only two, acfions which have any bearing upon 
conditions in Russia. The first of these was the rais- 
ing of a fund for feeding the destitute Christian clergy 
at the time of the great famine in Russia; the* second 
is moral support given to the Central Bureau for 
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Relief of the Evangelical Churches of Europe in its 
present appeal for relief for Russian refugees banished 
to. Harbin because of their unwillingness to surrender 
their Christian convictions. 


“4, The advertisement asks why Federal Council 
leaders have ‘opposed the deportation of aliens known 
to be criminals.’ The fact is that the Federal Council 
has done nothing of the sort: The one resolution of 
the Council dealing with the deportation of aliens 
says that ‘laws Siang with the deportation of 
aliens’ should guard carefully against abuses of pro- 
cedure that may result in injustice to or exploitation 
of aliens —an emphasis which is now made timely by 
the emphatic treatment of the same subject by the Wick- 
ersham report. So far from opposing the deportation 
of aliens in all cases, the Federal Council’s resolution 
definitely and clearly indicates that there should be 
laws dealing with deportation and seeks only to throw 
proper safeguards around them. 


“s. The advertisement asks ‘what sinister ambition 
is prompting the moyement to disarm the United States 
while Russia is encouraged to maintain the largest 
standing army in history?’ There is not a shred of 
fact to support such an innuendo, The fact is that 
no encouragement of any sort has ever been given by 
the Federal Council to Russia to maintain a great 
standing army, but that in its international policy the 
Federal Council has steadily insisted upon concerted 
reduction of armaments by all nations, In a word, 
it has held to the policy which President Hoover has 
on several recent occasions been urging upon the 
nations as the highest form of patriotism. 

“6, The advertisement asks why the Federal Coun- 
cil refuses ‘to disclose the name of its contributors.’ 
The fact is that the Federal Council officially filed a 
list of all its larger contributors with the United States 
Senate about two years ago, together with an urgent 
invitation to the Senate Investigating Committee to 
make the fullest possible inquiry about any such ques- 
tions as have been raised by the volume now adver- 
tised in your columns. 

“By referring merely to the points raised in the 
advertisement, we have said enough to make it clear 
that the volume in question is replete with misinforma- 
tion and errors and prejudices. If any further evi- 
dence of this fact were needed, it could be given by 
mentioning the names of some of the honored servants 
of God pe are attacked by name in the volume, in- 
cluding the late lamented Right Reverend Charles H. 
Brent, ome of the foremost Christian leaders of the 
world, for many years the Missionary Bishop of the 
Philippine Islands, later the Chief of Chaplains in the 
United States Army, who in this volume is described 
as ‘apologizing for Bolshevism and being an ardent 
champion of all assorted radical ideas and movements.’ 


“If space permitted, we should like to describe some 
of the Federal Council’s service during the last few 
months. To one illustration at least we must refer — 
its work in connection with unemployment relief. It 
has been the central agency of the evangelical churches 
. for . co-operation with and assistance to President 

Hoover’s Organization on Unemployment Relief. Its 
facilities have been used for sending a letter on the 
subject to over 50,000 pastors. It has prepared and 
circulated a pamphlet of concrete suggestions as to 
how the churches can be of service to the unemployed. 
It has organized conferences designed to focus Chris- 
tian thinking on the problem of securing permanent 
preventives of unemployment. 3 te 

“We hope that any of your readers who are inter- 

ested in having full information about the Council 
_ will write to the Council at 105 East Twenty-second 

Street, New York, for its complete annual report, 

which may be had free upon request. 

“The Federal Council was created by. twenty-six 
denominations, as its constitution states, ‘to bring the 
Christian bedies of America into united service for 
Christ and the World.’ We are convinced that anyone 
who will look into its work for himself, instead of 
being misled by untrustworthy statements on the part 
of military-minded men who would like to weaken 
its influence because of what it is doing to make Christ 
Lord of the life of the nations as well as of individuals 
will come to share our gratitude to God for the Federal 
Council. 2 

“( Signed) 

(Bishop) Witt1am F. McDowett (Meth. Erie} 
(Bishop) Joun M. Moore (Meth. Epis., South 
(Bishop) A. R. Curpprncer (United Brethren) 
(Bishop) M. T. Maze (Evangelical) 

Rogert E. Speer (Presbyterian in U. S. A.) 
James I. Vance (Presbyterian in U. S.) 
Daniet A. Pottnc (Reformed in America) 
Cuartes E, Scuasrrer (Reformed in U. S.) 
Arsert W. Beaven (Northern Baptist) 

R. A. Hutcutson (United Presbyterian) 

PavuL pE SCHWEINITz (Moravian) 

FreperickK W. BurnHAM (Disciples of Christ) 
Lutner A, Weicie (Congreg&tional) 

(Bishop) Caries K. Gitpert (Prot. Epis.) 


_ It would be quite impracticable to take up in detail 
in these pages a discussion of the assertions made 
either by the authors of the book in question or by 
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the signers of the protest. Although the book was 
published as late as December, 1927, the authors are 
no longer living, hence a defense by them of their 
work is obviously unavailable. But. many of the 
fully documented facts they gathered cannot be set 
‘aside as unworthy of consideration, whatever may be 
thought debatable or unjustified in some of the book’s 
deductions from the facts, Due weight should, of 
course, be given to the protest of the denominational 
leaders. Yet it must not be thought that the book 
stands alone in its position or is unsupported by re- 
corded data. Indeed, the basis of the book includes 
much material from the Federal Council’s printed mat- 
ter, and critical testimony from many sources bearing 
upon activities of the Federal Council, of its committees, 
or of those in its recognized leadership. The Times 
believes that the writers of the advertisement, as well 
as the authors of the book, in using the term “con- 
trolling group” cited in item 1 of the protest, referred 
not to some outside agency having a “controlling” in- 
fluence in the Federal Council, but to certain men in- 
fluential in its affairs from within, who because of 
their deliverances or affiliations have subjected the 
Council itself to severe criticism. 

The advertisement, of course, made no attempt to 
note good work that the Council has done, but ob- 
viously was designed to call attention to objectionable 
facts that the writers of the book believed were seri- 
ously in need of attention. Its criticisms deal largely 
with the recorded deliverances, or acts, or affiliations, 
of those who are leaders of the Federal Council. In 
items 3 and 4 the protest calls attention to such criti- 
cism of certain leaders, but at once seems to miss the 
point by giving assurance that the Federal Council 
itself has taken no action that could be thus criticized. 
The signers of the protest do not seem to realize that 
criticism is bound to attach to the Council through 
any outside acts of its leaders when such leaders are 
not removed from responsible posts in the Council. 

The charge implied by the question quoted in item 
5 is undoubtedly an unwarranted deduction from the 
act of certain utterances on the part of some men 
active in the Council which show a sympathetic atti- 
tude toward Soviet Russia, for it certainly cannot be 
rightly charged that the Federal Council wants to 
have Russia maintain the largest standing army in 
history. 

But, broadly speaking, the book is a needed effort 
to warn the Churches of tendencies in the Federal 
Council toward committing the Churches to pronounce- 
ments upon political and economic questions, including 
opposition to certain measures for the national defense, 
as though the opinions of the management or “con- 
trolling group” of the Council really represented the 
conclusions of a body of twenty million or more church 
members; and also to point out the very objectionable 
affiliations of influential leaders in the Council with 
radical movements. A main contention of the book is 
that the principle of the separation of Church and 
State is seriously threatened by the Council. The 
book presents an abundant and convincing array of 
documentary material in support of its contentions. 

Undoubtedly the actions or affiliations of prominent 
members of the Federal Council leadership in some 
instances have been regarded as actions or affiliations 
representative of the Federal Council as such. Tech- 
nically there is a difference, and in practical reality 
there is a difference. However, su tong as the Federal 
Council retains men in its official family and commit- 
tee service who hold and express convictions, and 
who have affiliations, of which conservative Churches 
could not possibly approve, it is inevitable that the 
active management of the Federal Council will 
receive, and will thoroughly deserve, severe criticism 
such as has already been brought to bear on the Coun- 
cil by. agericies entirely apart from the book in question. 

There are at least four main points at issue with 
regard to the whole movement, and there is nothing 
new in the attitude of conservative Churches on these 
points, except perhaps a new concern because of the 
extended activities of the Federal Council: 


1. The transgression of the great principle of 
separation between Church and State, and the 
question as to what is the rightful mission of the 
Church as such. 

2. The prominence of the religious radical in 
the councils of the movement. 


3. The affiliations of prominent members of the 

agement, or of committees, ~vith socially and 

politically radical groups that are a menace to our 
nation itself. 


4. Pronouncements that do not necessarily rep- 
resent the opinion of the Churches. 


The fact that the Southern Presbyterian Church has 
withdrawn from the Federal Council, and the strongly 
divided opinion in the Northern Presbyterian Church 
on the question of that denomination’s support of the 
Council, as demonstrated in the latest General Assem- 
bly, bear testimony to the convictions of many con- 
servative believers in all denominations. 

For example, aroused by the amazing report of 
the Federal Council’s committee on Marriage and the 
Home which favored under some conditions the use 
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of contraceptives in birth control, a resolution was 
adopted by. the General Assembly which included the 
following : 

That the whole question of the construction of the 
Federal Council of the Churchés of (Christ in America, 
and the participation in it by the Presbyterian Church, be 
carefully considered by the General Council, and that 
through the General Council the Federal Council be in- 
structed hereafter to hold its peace on questions of deli- 
cacy and morality, until the General Assembly has had an 
opportunity of expressing its opinion upon them. 

The General Assembly finally decided not to with- 
draw from the Federal Council, but formally recorded 
“our duty and right to protest against such deliverances 
as we have done.” 


The American Church Monthly, an organ of the 
Anglo-Catholic section of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, was quoted in part as follows in The Presby- 
terian of December 12, 1929: 

We fear the erection of a great ecclesiastical machine 
which will endeavor to mould the opinions and control 
the actions of the members of the Protestant denomina- 
tions. The matter of our affiliation is constantly growing 
more serious because of the Council’s increasing activities. 
More and more it undertakes to intervene in all manner 
of moral, economical, and political questions and to advo- 
cate specific legislation under all these heads. It assumes 
to speak authoritatively for all the Protestant bodies, 
though there are several, notably the Lutherans, who have 
declined. membership. . . . We believe that: there is great 
danger that. the Church. will be dragged, through this 
agency, into unfortunate. commitments. : 

And such protest is not confined to official utter- 
ances of ecclesiastical authorities. For example, the 
following extract from the Washington Post of March 
22, 1931, is quoted in a new book entitled “Tainted 
Contacts,” by Colonel E. N. Sanctuary of New York 
(American Christian Defenders, 156 Fifth Ave., New 
York, $1; paper, 50 cents), advertised in THE SuNDAY 
ScHooL Trmes of November 28. This book is one 
of the many reflections of the profound concern that 
many earnest Christians have as to the Federal Coun- 
cil movement. Colonel Sanctuary is a well-known 
Presbyterian layman, and Dr. Mark A. Matthews of 
Seattle, a former Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church, has written the 
introduction to the book. The extract from the Wash- 
ington Post is as follows: 


“The Federal Council of Churches in America some 
time ago appointed a committee ‘On Marriage and 
the Home,’ which has now submitted a report favoring 
‘careful and restrained’ use of contraceptive devices 
to regulate the size of families. The committee seems 
to have a serious struggle with itself in adhering to 
Christian doctrine while at the same time indulging in 
amateurish excursions into the realm of economics, 
legislation, medicine, and sociology. The resulting 
report is a mixture of religious obscurantism and mod- 
ernist materialism which departs from the ancient 
standards of religion and yet fails to blaze a path 
toward something better. The mischief that would 
result from an attempt to place the stamp of church 
approval upon any scheme for ‘regulating the size 
of families’ is evidently quite beyond the comprehension 
of this pseudo-scientific committee. It is impossible to 
reconcile the doctrine of the divine institution. of 
marriage with any modernistic plan for the mechanical 
regulation or suppression of human birth. The church 
must either reject the plain teachings of the Bible 
or reject schemes for the ‘scientific’ production of hu- 
man souls. Carried to its logical conclusion, the com- 
mittee’s report if carried into effect would sound the 
death knell. of marriage as a holy institution by estab- 
lishing practices which would encourage indiscriminate 
immorality. The suggestion that the use of legalized 
contraceptives would be ‘careful and restrained’ is pre- 
posterous. It is the misfortune of the churches that 
they too often are misused by visionaries for the pro- 
motion of ‘reforms’ in fields foreign to religion. 

“The departures from Christian teachings are as- 
tonishing, in many cases leaving the beholder aghast 
at the willingness of some churches to discard the 
ancient injunction to teach ‘Christ and Him crucified.’ 
If the churches are to become organizations for polit- 
ical and ‘scientific’ propaganda they should be honest 
and reject the Bible, scoff at Christ as an obsolete 
and unscientific teacher, and strike out boldly as cham- 
pions ef politics and science as modern substitutes tor 
the old time religion.” 


So many and so far-reaching have been the criti- 
cisms of the Federal Council of Churches in America 
that, even if the two books here referred to had never 
been written, the Council management would still be 
confronted with an impressive and formidable body 
of earnest and drastic criticism from denominational 
and ether sources. Some of the deductions or general- 
izations from material presented in the book under 
discussion the Times is quite ready to believe are not 
warranted. But so mtich unquestionable data of record 
is within its covers that the book cannot be lightly 
dismissed as of no value in the general discussion. 
And criticism of the Federal Council is bound to con- 
tinue so long as any service that the Council might 
render. is damaged by such factors as these which 
have rightly aroused grave concern on the part of the 
evangelical leaders and members of the Churches. 








Lesson for. December 27 
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Mastering John’s Gospel— Central Book of the Bible 


With the Gospel in one sentence; salvation verses ; 
a favorite chapter ; and soul-winners’ texts 


By Robert C. McQuilkin Columbia Bible College 
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HE best loved book in the Bible is the Gospel 

according to John, God’s love story for men. 

And this Gospel is in a true sense the central 
book of the Bible. 

1. ThetPlace of John’s Gospel in the Bible. Genesis 
is the book of the old creation. John is pre-eminently 
the book of the new creation. It is not an accident 
that both of these books open with the tremendous 
words “In the béginning”: in Genesis, “In the begin- 
ning God .. .”; in John, “In the beginning was 
the Word ... and .the Word was God.” In 
Genesis the works of God’s creation are set forth, 
atthe beginning of time. In John the - Creator 
himself is revealed to men, he who was in the 
beginning, before all time. The first spoken words 
recorded from God are the words in Genesis 1: 3, “Let 
there be light,” and light shined in the darkness of 
early chaos. In the first chapter of John we have him 
who is the Light of men set forth, coming to shine in 
the darkness that sin brought upon God’s good creation. 

All of the Old Testament points toward the coming 
One and is a preparation for Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke; then in John we have the heart of the Gospel 
as the deeper spiritual meanings of the other three 
Gospels are interpreted. The fourth Gospel also pre- 
pares the way for the Acts of the Apostles and the 
Epistles. If the Gospel according to Luke be read 
in connection with the opening of Acts, it will be 
seen that the beloved physician immediately takes up 
the thread of the story where he left it in the Gospel. 
One may ask, why should*Acts not follow imme- 
The answer is that the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus and the revelation concerning the 
Holy Spirit as given in John are a necessary prep- 
aration for understanding the great Day when the 
Holy Spirit came and for understanding the later teach- 
ing concerning the Holy Spirit. And so it is with other 
vital doctrines. ~ ; 

There are four words that have been used to set 
forth in a striking way the central emphasis of each 
of the four Gospels, words that are found in four Old 
Testament passages: (1) “Behold, thy king!” (Zech. 
9:9): the message of Matthew, with Jewish readers 
especially in-mind. (2) “Behold, my servant!” (Isa. 
42:1): the message of Mark, addressed: particularly 
to Roman readers. -(3) “Behold, the man!’’. (Zech. 
6:12): the message of Luke written for the Greeks 
or the Gentiles. (4) “Behold, your God!” (Isa. 40: 
9): the appeal and message of John, written for all 
Christians, for unbelievers, for Jews, and for Gentiles. 

In considering these striking facts about the Gos- 
pels, however, we must carefully mark the truth that 
in each of the four Gospel$ the Lord Jesus is set forth 
as King, as Servant, as Son of man, and as God our 
Saviour, and the message of each Gospel is for all 
Christians. In the case of John pre-eminently the 
Lord Jesus is not only set forth as God, but he is 
revealed as the Son of man, and as Servant, and as 
King. 

2. Characteristics of John’s Gospel. What are some 
of the characteristics that" make John for most Chris- 
tians the best Joved book in the Bible, and the char- 
acteristics that distinguish it from other books? John 
3:16, the glorious Gospel in a golden sentence, is one 
of the answers. Many other precious summings up 
of the Gospel are found in the book. Doubtless more 
souls have been saved through some verse in this 
Gospel than through“the verses of any other book. 
Every Christian should know by heart, and know how 
to use in personal soul-winning, John 1:12, John 3: 
16, John 3:36, John 5:24, John 6:37; 6:47, and 
many others. The study of John in the coming months 
should stir Sunday-school teachers and pupils 
to personal work and to definite results in soul-win- 
ning. The fourteenth chapter of John, with its “Let 
not your heart be troubled,” is another reason why 
John has its central place in the Christian’s heart. If 
believers were asked to name their two favorite chap- 
ters in the Bible, doubtless the Twenty-third Psalm 
and the fourteenth of John would win most of the 
votes. The fifteenth chapter, concerning the vine and 
the branches, and the sublime prayer in the seven- 
teenth chapter, also make their great and peculiar ap- 
peal. The Gospel is intensely personal. There are 
the personal interviews with Nicodemus and with the 
woman at the well, and there is the personal farewell 
message to the disciples. Of the 878 verses 419 con- 
tain the words of our Lord, of which 270 consist 
altogether of his own words. 

John omits much of what is found in the other 
Gospels. Among the notable omissions are the gene- 
alogy, the birth, the boyhood, the temptation, the ser- 
mon on the mount, the Lord’s Supper, Gethsemane, 
and twenty-seven of the miracles. 





There are no par- . 


You may wonder why any book of the Bible 
should be called central. But did you know that 
the key verse of John expresses the purpose of 
every other book in the Bible as well? Did 
you know that John explains the deeper meanings 
of the other Gospels, and prepares the way for 
- the Acts and the Epistles? Mr. McQuilkin shows 
that these things are true. In this article he points 
out many remarkable characteristics of this Gos- 
pel, and gives outlines and principles of study 
that will be welcome to all Sunday-school workers 
as they look forward to the coming lessons. 








ables in*John in the strict sense of the word, though 
there are parabolic sayings and allegories, such as the 
vine and the branches, the shepherd and the door of 
the sheep. Much that John gives is entirely new. 
Six of the eight miracles that he records are found 
only in John, including the resurrection of Lazarus, 
the man born blind, the water turned*into wine. The 
early Judean ministry is recorded only here, including 
the message ‘on the new birth. The great discourses 
on the bread of life, the good shepherd, the farewell 
message to the disciples, are given only in John. 
Nearly all. the miracles are followed by a message or 
discourse that sets forth the spiritual meanings. It 
seems evident that this glorious Gospel was written 
by the beloved apostle after all the New Testament, 
except his own writings, had been finished, and that 
he gives in some sense a supreme revelation that con- 
firms and- presses home in new and personal and 
authoritative ways the faith once for all delivered to 
the saints. The Gospel forms the basis for his own 
marvelous letter which is a further unfolding of fel- 
lowship with the Eternal Life that was with the 
Father, and was manifested-to men (1 John 1: 1-4). 

3. Four Aims in Studying John’s Gospel. 

(1) Study to know the contents: the many things. 
oe Study.to know the central message: the. one 
thing. 

(3) Study to experience the Life. 

(4) Study to pass the message, and the Life, on to 
others. 

‘. When the three months’. studies in the Gospel ac- 
cording to John are completed there is no reason why 
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every pupil in every class should not be able to give 
from memory the contents ofthe book. Each of the 
twenty-one chapters of this Gospel treats two or three 
topics, and one way to learn the contents is to aim 
to give the contents of each chapter in a few sug- 
gestive words. For example: ; 


Chapter one: the Word made flesh, the witness 
of John the Baptist, the witness of ‘the first dis- 
ciples. 

Chapter two: the first sign, turning water to 
wine at the marriage feast in Cana, cleansing the 
Temple at Jerusalem, prophecy of the resurrec- 
tion. 

Chapter three: Interview with Nicodemus on 
the birth from above, trip to Judea, and John the 
Baptist’s final testimony on the baptism from above. 

Chapter four: Interview with the woman of 
Samaria at the well, revival in Samaria, noble- 
man’s son healed at Cana. 

Chapter five: Lame man healed at the pool 
of Bethesda, discourse on Christ as the source of 
life, four witnesses to Christ. 

And so on through the twenty-one chapters, the 
contents may be summed up. 


The contents of the Gospel may also be viewed in 
the four clearly marked divisions in the Gospel. 
4. An Outline of John’s Gospel. 


I. Sublime Preview of the Gospel 
— The Word made flesh 1: 1-18 


II. The Revelation to the World ..1: 19 to 12: 50 


III. The Revelation to the Inner . 
MOM: saws hee pops oe Foetus 13 to 17 
IV. Glorification in Death and Res- 
py RES coi aes ER ae 18 to 21 


Dr. W. J. Erdman of blessed memory, D. L. Moody’s 
pastor, of whom the great evangelist said that he 
knew the Bible better than any living man, suggested 
that John 16:28 sums up in our Lord’s own words 
the revelation given. in the Gospel. The verse has 
four phrases that fit into the fourfold division: (1) 
he. came forth from the Father, (2) and am come 
into the world: (3) again, I leave the world, (4) 
and go to the Father.” After the sublime preview 
telling how he came forth from the Father, we have 
the revelation to the world. Then the revelation to 
the inner circle is given in connection with the fact 
that he was to leave the world. He went to the 
Father by way of the cross. 

The section on the revelation to the world, from 
I: 19 to the end of the twelfth chapter, falls naturally 
into the following divisions: 


A. Preparing the inner circle ......: I: 19to2:12 
B.. Beginning the public ministry ....2: 13 to 4: 54 
C. Wider public ministry and conflict 
WHER TUG FOES cts cas 0 3 5:1 torr: 57. 
D. The closing of Christ’s public , 
os Sea ee ee ee re rr 12: 1to 50 


In chapter twelve we have the summing up of the 
results of the revelation to the world. In that chapter 
we find Christ as the judge and the divider of men, 
as the conflict between faith and unbelief finds its 
culmination. At this point in the revelation “he de- 
parted and hid himself from them.” Then follows 
the holy place of the Gospel, the revelation to the 
inner circle, from chapters thirteen to sixteen, preced- 
.ing the sublime prayer, which has well been called 
“the holy of holies.” The same revelation that is 
given to the world is given to the disciples in this 
farewell message, and the same truths also appear as 
our Lord speaks to the Father. 

What is that great revelation? What is the great 
purpose of the Gospel, the one central message set 
forth by “the many things’’? 

5. The great purpose of John’s Gospel. There is a 
perfect key for the study of the Gospel according to 
John, and this key is found in connection with the pur- 
pose of the writer. John tells us that if all the things 
that Jesus did and said should be written, the world 
could not contain the books that should be written. 
But out of all this vast number of things, John, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, selected those that 
are recorded in this Gospel. How precious they should 
be to us!-.The things he records are calculated _per- 
fectly to fulfill the purpose that the Holy Spirit had 
in mind, and John gives us this purpose in direct 
statement in John 20:31: -“But these are writ'en, 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
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of God; and that believing ye might have life through 
his name.” Notice thac this verse expresses not only 
the purpose of this Gospel but the purpose of every 
book in the Bible. Be sure to commit the verse to 
memory. And then, whatever other method of study 
we follow for this Gospel, let us apply the key that 
the author gives us in John 20: 31. 

From this verse we see that there are three great 
messages in the book. The central message is the 
PERSON of Jesus, who is presented as the Christ and 
as the Son of God. This Person has come to bring 
He has come to give life to men, and this life 
is to be had through BeLiEvING. We have, then, three 
questions that are answered in John: 


1. Who is Jesus? 2. What is life? 


3. What 
does it mean to believe? 


These three great messages are one, for the Person 
is found to be the life, and he is-the object of faith. 
The words “life” and “living” occur in John fifty 
times. The words “believe,” “believing,” and other 
forms, occur one hundred times. And the various 
names of our blessed Lord are mentioned in this Gos- 
pel more than three hundred and eighty times, a num- 
ber far in excess of any other New Testament book. 

It is frequently said that the great purpose of John 
is to present Jesus Christ as God. But it is more than 
that. The Gospel is to show that Jesus is the Christ 
or the Messiah, and that this Messiah is the divine 
Son of God, God manifest to men in the flesh, And 
this revelation is to the definite end that men might 
have life. The Gospel, therefore, is a revelation of 
Christ as the Life and of what eternal life means. 
Men are linked with the life-giving Son of God through 
faith, and so the Gospel from this aspect is a revela- 
tion of what faith is, and a record of the great conflict 


between faith and unbelief. 


In every miracle recorded in John, in every dis- 
course, in every event, we might say in every verse, 


the writer keeps before him this definite purpose of° 


revealing Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God who 
gives life to those who believe. 

“ There are eight miracles in the Gospel, not count- 
ing the greatest of all the miracles, the resurrection of 
our Lord, toward which all the others point. Each 
of these signs reveals the Person of Christ, gives a 
manifestation of Life, and is designed to draw forth 
faith. Each miracle, or sign, in John is really a rec- 
ord of two miracles, the earthly physical miracle and 
that greater spiritual miracle which the earthly sign 
sets forth. We have noted that there are no parables 


!in John, but the miracles of John are acted-out par- 


\ 


ables. When the water was changed to wine the 
Lord Jesus was revealed as the Son of man, taking 
his place amid the social joys of men, and was revealed 
also as God the Creator. The quickening of the water 
into wine is a symbol of the life that the Holy Spirit 
is to bring to men; the result of the miracle was that 
his disciples believed on him. This suggests that the 
purpose of the Gospel is not only that unbelievers 
might accept him as Saviour, but that those who have 
already accepted him might grow in an understanding 
of who he is, and thus grow in faith. 

The opening of the eyes of the man born blind 
is the background of the greater miracle of opening 
the eyes of his heart. We have in this ninth chapter 
a progressive revelation of the person of Christ, and 
with it the growth in the faith of the man. When 
they asked him who healed him, it is first “the man that 
is called Jesus.” Then he is “a prophet”; then the 
man acknowledges that he is His disciple. Finally he 
looks upon the man Jesus with those eyes that Christ 
had opened, and answers His challenge: “Dost thou 
believe on the Son of God?” When the blind man 
said, “Lord, I believe,” he worshiped Jesus Christ as 
God his Saviour. 

From the fifth chapter to the eleventh we have the 
terrific conflict between Christ and the rulers, gaining 
in intensity, and always a conflict between faith and 
unbelief. Our Lord is presented in chapter five as 
the source of life, in chapter six as the bread of life, 
in chapter seven as the one who gives the Holy Spirit, 
the water of life, in chapters eight and nine as the 
light of life and the liberator from sin, in chapter 
ten as the good Shepherd, in chapter eleven as the 
resurrection and the life. Thus in the resurrection of 
Lazarus we have the culminating sign, drawing out 
faith on the part of all the Jews who witness the 
miracle, and climaxing the unbelief of his enemies as 
they definitely determine to put him to death. From 
a human standpoint it cost the life of the Lord Jesus 
himself to raise his friend Lazarus, and from the 
eternal and divine standpoint it cost His life to raise 
us up from condemnation and death to justification 
and life, 

From the very beginning the faithful witness. John 
the Baptist, presents our Lord as “the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” In our 
Lord’s own salvation message in the third chapter, we 
face two great facts about eternal life: a man Must 
be born of the Spirit, the Son of man must 
die, in order that whosoever. believeth in him may 
have eternal life. The way of life, then, is through 
the death of him who is the Life. Every other baby 
born into the world was born in order to live. The 
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Lord Jesus was born in order to die. One of the 
great key verses of the Gospe!, John 10: 10, tells us 
that Jesus came in order that we might have life. And 
in a true sense he came that he might have death, for 
in that way only could we have life, 

Rich results will come from the special study of 
great doctrines or topics as they are presented in 
John; oucstanding among them is the message on the 
deity of Christ, and the message concerning the Holy 
Spirit. For the central purpose of the Gospel is to 
reveal Christ the life, and the way by which this life 
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comes to men. We must be born of the Spirit, and 
then live by the Spirit, — rivers of living water flow- 
ing out from within. Thus it is that the Lord Jesus 
is proclaimed by John as ‘the Lamb of God, and also as 
the One who is to baptize in the Holy Spirit. Thus it 
is that all the glorious movement in the Gospel goes 
forward to that great day when he shall die and rise 
again, ascend and give the Holy Spirit, who will unite 
us with Christ our Life, and will take of the things 
of Christ and reveal them unto us. 
CoLtumBiA, S. C. 
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Two Belgians Who Turned to God from Idols 


How they lost faith in saints’ images and 


By Edith F. Norton 














**Your bulletin struck’ a very responsive chord in 
Norton, the Directors of the Belgian Gospel Mission. 


“hk 


you in your endeavors to bring light where new there is darkness. 


own heart,’’ a business man wrote to Mr. and Mrs. 
is my kind of literature— and my prayers are with 
I am thoroughly in accord with the kind of 


work you are doing. I am no! so concerned with ‘civilizing’ and ‘hospitalizing’ the heathen as I am about ‘evan- 


gelizing’ them— and that seems to be what you are doing. 


I enclose a small portion of the Lord’s money for 


you to use in your work, and may he continue to lead, bless, and use you for his glory. 


Those who would like to have a share in the work of the Belgian Gospel Mission may send gifts to Charles 
G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phijadetphia. 


has for some time been linked with the Belgian 

Gospel Mission through his inierest in the work 
and through intercession on our behalf. As he told 
us of his conversion through his study of the Word 
of God, we were again reminded of the supernatural 
and limitless power of the Bible to enlighten and 
transform. I should like to pass on his story as he 
told it to us: 


“Although of Belgian nationality, I was born in 
Paris — the so-called City of Light, but alas, how dark 
it is from the spiritual standpoint! When I was still 
very young, God called my mother to himself, and I 
was thus left to the tender mercies of a father who 
was at the same time an out-and-out unbeliever and 
a hardened debauchee. When I was only fifteen years 
of age, my father abandoned me completely in order 
to live his life of sinful pleasure with greater liberty. 
I was able at this time to earn just enough to sustain 
life, but I was wholly ignorant of religious notions 
as my father would not even allow me to pronounce 
the name of God in his presence. He hated God and 
could only speak evil of him. When I became my 
own master at this early age, I was soon stirred by 
the voice of conscience which convicted me of sin 
and assured me that there really was a God. In 
order to find out more about God I began to frequent 
the Roman Catholic churches. Alas! there I met 
with pompous ceremonies; I listened to incomprehen- 
sible Latin chants, and there I saw innumerable images 
of saints before which candles were burning, and to 
which the worshipers addressed their prayers. I was 
told that these saints would serve as my mediators with 
God the Most High, and that it was to them I should 
make my prayers. This advice left me dissatisfied 
and I turned away from these magnificent churches 
built by the hands of man with my soul still unfed. 
I did not go into these churches again for many years, 
and my interest in spiritual things gradually faded 
away. 

“The Good Shepherd, however, was watching over 
me and willed that I should not be forever a castaway 
but that I should one day be saved through His grace. 
Aiter I had spent many years in the paths of sin and 
in the ways of the world, the day came when I pre- 
sented myself at a church in Brussels to be married. 
Before I could be married, I was given a slight penance 
to perform. I had to repeat fifteen times: ‘I salute 
you, Mary.’ I wondered why just fifteen times were 
enough to atone for my past neglect of the church. 
Why not sixteen repetitions, or even more? After per- 
forming this penance I was led with my bride into 
the sacristy where I was first baptized, then given com- 
munion, then married. All this took place in the space 
of thirty minutes, and all in the Latia tongue, so that 
at the end I was no wiser than before as to what 
had happened. 

“After my marriage my hunger for God again awoke, 
and I cried out to him to bring ine light in some way, 
and to reveal himself to me. I had heard of the Bible 
and I became obsessed with the desire to procure a 
copy. I went to different religious bookstores; ‘and 
whenever I was shown a copy it was always entitled 
‘The Holy Bible’ [La Sainte Bible, in French]. On 
seeing this I always refused to buy, ‘for,’ I thought, 
‘I have no confidence in the saints and I want the real 
Bible with no saints names attacMed.’ [In French, 
the feminine form of the word for holy is sainte, and 
he immediately associated the name with what had been 
told him as to the necessity of approaching God only 
through the saints.] But at last an old book dealer 
assured me that this was the Bible that I was seek- 
ing and I forthwith purchased a copy. 


I: UTRECHT, Holland, there lives a Belgian who 


“Night after night my wife and I read the Bible 
together. Sometimes I read aloud to the accompani- 
ment of the distant booming of cannon at the front. 
We kept up our study of the Word of God faithfully, 
with our hearts open to its .message, and thus the 
Spirit of God led us to the source of truth, and we 
became truly saved. The principal verses that led to 
our conversion were John 14:6; 10: 9-11, and Matthew 
6:6. When I read in the Bible that there is ‘one 
mediator between God ad men, the man Christ Jesus,’ 
I found proof for my conviction that the worship 
of saints was senseless and contrary to the truth. 
Also Acts 4:12 and 1 John 1:7 and 2:1 enlightened 
me further, and in reading these passages I sdw the 
folly of confessing my sins to a man, fallible and 
sinful by nature as we all are. As I came to under- 
stand the access to God accorded me by Christ as 
mediator, and his willingness to forgive my. sins and 
to receive my petitions, I wondered why there should 
be all the abuses and superstitions of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. Why the sale of indulgences, the telling 
of beads, the worship of ‘relics and of the -saints? 
Why the medals and scapularies blessed by the priest 
and guaranteed to protect the wearer? -Why the burn- 
ing of candles before images of the Virgin and the 
saints? 

“All these things were like the mist that is dis- 
sipated by the glorious rays of the sun, for I found in 
the Book of books the truth that forever set me free, 
and in Jesus Christ I have the certainty of salvation; 
a certainty that grows more and more glorious as the 
years pass by. 

“Many years have gone by since my wife and f 
found comfort and peace through the reading of the 
Word of God. Today our home is a home where 
Christ and his Word are loved and honored. My son 
is studying to be a minister of the Gospel and my 
daughter is preparing to teach in a Christian school. 
All of us, being saved, long to savé others; having 
found rest ourselves, we long to-lead others to the 
same source. All, ALL we owe to the Bible, the 
Word of God, which in those days of the war brought 
light and salvation to our souis.” 

So closes the story of our friend. We would add 
one more incident, told to us by the Mission workers 
at Courtrai. It is the story of an unknown but valiant 
Flemish saint who recently went Home to be with the 
Lord, and the story~is given just as it came to us. 

“Our old sister has gone Home! During the seven 
years we have labored here and spread the Good Tid- 
ings of the Gospel, she never missed one of our meet- 
ings unless her feeble health prevented her. As I 
write I can see her again before me, as she was at 
the beginning of my work here. At that time much 
courage and grace were needed to visit our meetings. 
It happened that we only had three people present at 
our women’s meeting —our old friend, another sister 
who also is now happy in Glory, and a young girl 
who has ‘remained faithful ever since. 

“Our two old sisters could not read;*“we had to 
sing hymns until they knew them by heart. The fol- 
lowing winter I taught them, along with two others, 
the first elements of reading, and from that: time our 
old sister did her best to read these wonderful and 
difficult signs in her hymn book and in the Bible. It- 
was extremely hard for her because she was so old, 
but she was proud when she could spell the name of 
Jesus. She was a very; simple soul, but again the 
Lord has shown that he fulfills all his promises. I 
have been thinking again of the words in Isaiah 42: 
3, ‘A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking 
flax shall be not quench.’ She was a heroine! For 
years she struggled with a weak body. Often she could 
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not hold herself erect. She would come to our meet- 
ings helping herself along by holding to the walls 
of the houses and resting from time to time in order 
to quiet her fast-beating heart and get her breath; 
and when she could not walk any more and had to 
stay in bed, a Roman Catholic nun came to help her. 

“She was so helpless that it was thought she would 
be ready to give up the Gospel. The nun said to her: 
‘I have heard that you go to that wooden shed of the 
Protestants. You ought not to go there because these 
people are not of our faith. It is very bad and you 
must promise me that you will not go there any more.’ 

“Then came her courageous reply, although she 
knew that such a reply would probably mean that 
the nun would not come to her aid again: ‘Yes, Sis- 
ter, that shed is the place where I go and as soon as 
I am better and able to walk, that is the place where 
I shall return. What I hear there, I have never heard 
in the church. [It is not a bad place, they do not 
talk evil. They speak about our Lord Jesus and what 
they say is so glorious that I shall never stay away 
from them.’ 

“When the disease got worse, the priest came, but 
when he tried to speak against things that had become 
precious to her, she pointed to the door and told him 
to stay away. Rome accuses us of ‘buying’ souls! In 
“this case the priest offered money. She refused it, 
bu: he threw it down in her room. But all this was 
in vain, for she would not give up what she had found 
in Christ. The priests and nuns very often help a 
person in need in order to win that one over to their 
cause, and sometimes this method is successful. That 
is why they say we do the same thing, and as many 
come over to us, they say that we must have heaps 
of money. Poor people, who have such poor priests 
that they can bring nothing but the God of this world 
— money ! < : 

“Last year our sister got even worse, and she was 
so helpless that she had to be taken to the hospital. 
There she was entirely in the power of Rome! The 
nuns are always very polite and amiable when I go to 
the hospital to visit our people, but in this case, as 
they knew that our sister had been a Roman Catholic, 
they were very much incensed. As soon as there was 
danger of death the priest came, found her absolutely 
helpless, and gave her the Last Sacrament without 
her being able to prevent it. Apparently Rome had 
conquered. But the Lord will not break the bruised 
reed nor quench the smoking flax. Contrary to all 
our fears, she recovered sufficiently to return home. 
We had heard about the doings of the priest, and at 
first did not know what to think of it — whether it 
was against or with her permission. Soon she came 
to us, and with tears told us her painful experience, 
adding: ‘It is not my fault, I remained true to Jesus.’ 

“From that time on she refused to entertain the 

slightest thought of going back to the hospital for 
~ amy reason whatever. She stayed in her little house 
and was then compelled to remain in bed. There was 
only one shadow in her life,—her husband was not 
converted. But she said, ‘I pray for him every day 
and the Lord will hear me.’ We believe with her 
. that the Lord will hear that prayer some day. 

“During the last days of her life she seemed to 
be very strong. The Sunday before her departure we 
saw her at the two meetings. The following day, 
Monday, she was at the women’s meeting, —her last 
meeting. We did not know it, nor did she, but the 
Lord knew it, and it was marvelous, as it seemed 
that the Lord wanted to use this simple soul once moré 
as his instrument. The Holy Spirit gripped her in 
this afternoon meeting. The Bible lesson was John 
19. Nothing much seemed to come of the lesson, 
but when the women read together that Jesus came 
out wearing the crown of thorns, our dear sister could 
not prevent her tears from falling any longer. She 
said: ‘I cannot understand this love, that he should 
be so willing to suffer all to save us, bad people as 
we are. And when the woman in charge quoted John 
3: 16, and added that it was this incomprehensible love 
that had produced this blessed salvation, our old sis- 
ter replied, “Yes, I believe that.’ She added that she 
had told the priest who had asked her to go to listen 
to the sermons in the Roman Catholic church, that 
her only confidence was in the blood of Jesus. She 
continued to testify and said: ‘If it happened that the 
Lord took me away suddenly, the blood is the only 
ground of my salvation. I dare to die on that assur- 


ance and I am sealed for eternity; everything is all 


Tight.’ 

“The women’s meeting was over. The women sep- 
arated, and no one thought that just one week later 
at the same time the funeral service would be held for 
the one who that day had witnessed so gloriously 
for her Saviour. 

“On Tuesday she had an attack of apoplexy. She 
could not speak, but lived on until Thursday evening, 
when she fell asleep in him whom she loved in such 
a simple and childlike way. Before her death the priest 
came again with the Last Sacrament. Fortunately, 
our sister in charge of the women’s work was with 
her, and when the priest approached the bed, she 
said: ‘Sir, keep away from our sister, she does not 
belong to your church any more. Her testimony is 
that the blood of Jesus has ‘cleansed her from all sin.’ 
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The priest got angry, threw his hat down on the 
table, asked whether he might pray, muttered a few 
prayers in Latin, and left. 

“The family, ‘though Roman Catholics, were will- 
ing that she should be buried according to her con- 
victions. On Monday ‘afternoon our little hall was 
too small to hold all the people who wanted to be 
present at the funeral service. Many strangers were 
touched at the sight of the mutual love of God’s chil- 
dren. The twenty-first chapter of Revelation was read 
at the grave. 

“We believe that this life is going to be very fruit- 
ful. Many who came into our little wooden shed for 
the first time at the funeral service have come back 
since. The Lord is being glorified in Flanders!” 

BrusseEts, BELGIUM. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 


1 No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too an answer ese 


for in 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: In the Old Testament people were 
commanded to give a tenth of their income to the Lord. 
What is the New Testament standard of giving? Is it wise 
for a young person to give as much as a tenth of her 
salary for the support of the church and for charitable 
purposes? Is it not wiser for one to save at least part 
of that money for possible future need? 

My. church does not teach tithing; my parents do not 
practice it, nor do they advise me to do so. 
ever, had their family to support. Does a tithe mean 
giving a tenth of your income before or after living expenses 
have been deducted? Would it not be better’ for me 
to give\only a little than to give grudgingly? (1 Cor. 13: 
3-) For me to give a tenth would be far from equalling 
the “widow’s mite.” I should like to know what is the 
practical thing for me to do in this matter, and also 
what is right in the sight of God.—PUZZLED. 


Y DEAR GIRL: “Give, and it shall be given 

unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into 
your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete 
withal it shall be measured to you again” (Luke 6: 
38). We must get away from the human side of 
giving and understand the Lord’s view. If we love, 
we must give! Love cannot withhold, it must ever 
express itself in the best we have. Nothing is too 
good or too much to give to the One who gave ALL 
for us. 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
—Isaac Watts. 


You speak of the “widow’s mite’—do you know, my 
dear, that the mite was all she had? It was the next 
meal, the next necessity, it was her all! And you 
know you will have to get back of that gift to see it 
aright, you must see it as Jesus Christ saw it in her 
heart — she just poured out her all! It will ever be 
remembered of her as long as we need to read this old 
Book. Did she count it a sacrifice? I hardly think 
so; she gave because she loved him,so! What was 
the future to her, if she could only show him her love 
in all she had? What a lesson for us! I want to 
quote from Dr. Trumbull’s leaflet on “Does a Tenth 
Belong to God?” (You can get this leaflet which 
treats of this subject very fully, if you will send to 
The Layman Company, 730 Rush St., Chicago. Also 
many more on tithing.) “There is no command to 
prayer —either public or private prayer —in any of 
the earlier books of the Bible; but most of the patri- 
archs whose story is elaborated are represented as in 
the habit of prayer. And although the duty of pray- 
ing is not specifically enjoined in the Ten Command- 
ments, it was and is recognized as of universal obli- 
gation. 

“The duty of tithing — of paying one-tenth, of one’s 
entire income to the Lord—is one of these duties 
which seems to have needed the record of no original 
announcement or injunction. Like prayer, tithe-paying 
was practiced by the patriarchs long before the proc- 
lamation of the Mosaic law. While, as in.the case 
of prayer, it finds no specific mention in the Decalogue, 
tithe-paying has had, and it has, a widespread recog- 
nition in the world —a recognition that would be as 
nearly universal as that given to prayer, if it were 
not that it costs so much more. . The duty of tithe- 
paying certainly seems to stand out in the Bible as a 
duty of equal obligation with prayer; and its willful 
violation appears to be there counted just as surely 
deserving of condemnation as the breach of any or all 
of the Ten Commandments.” 

I do not see that age makes any difference in giving 
to the Lord, unless it be that as a young person strong 
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and well, you may éxpect to work and save longer 
than an older person. But that is not the basis of 
the thinking of the Christian, is it? “Wiser for one 
to save at least part of that money for possible future 
need?” I do not believe you have read recently~the 
twelfth chapter of Luke, especially from verse 15 to 
34. Read it with the Lord, on your knees. 

Do not allow the legality of the tenth to influence 
you. We live in the day of GRACE, not under law, 
and we live to glorify him. But then it does seem 
to me that we should not choose to do less than the 
Jew of those other days. The,tenth of your income 
is the tithe. 

Now for a few general verses on giving. Turn to 
Romans 12:8, and see that we are told to give with 
“simplicity.” That is how we should give. Turn to 1 
Corinthians 16: 2, and see when we are to give, or to 
prepare to have it ready to give, “Upon the first day 
of the week.” Then turn to 2 Corinthians 9:5, 6, 7. 
These verses. will tell, you the kind of giver God 
loves. That word “cheerful” means to give “hilari- 
ously,” and when you do that you will get the joy out 
of it that God intends you to have. Now, my dear 
girl, remember that as you sow you shall reap (Gal. 
6:7). Look upon the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
partner in the matter of giving. You will see a won- 
derful change in your life as you “purpose in your 
heart”* with the Lord as your Director and Guide. 


we 


Does Sunday School Advertising Pay? 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


HE Character Builder Bible Class of Memphis, 

Tenn., organized in 1914 as a class in a Methodist 
church, but now functioning as an undenominational class, 
has grown so rapidly that today there are more than 
three hundred aciive workers, including officers, teachers, 
and committeemen, constantly on the job. Its member- 
ship is close to two thousand. And one of the factors 
that has resulted in the wonderful growth of this class 
has been its advertising program. The annual budget 
calls for fifteen hundred dollars for advertising. For 
seven years a display advertisement has been run every 
Saturday in The Commercial Appeal. On special ac- 
casions the other papers of the community also carry 
advertisements. This advertising serves to bring to 
the attention of the public the class and its many activ- 
ities. = : 

The response to all advertising is carefully checked 
in the class office and records show that the advertis- 
ing policy of the class has been profitable. Large 
numbers of the present valuable and active members 
were first attracted to the class because of the adver- 
tisements. 

And this advertising program has had a missionary 
influence. Many visitors to the city attracted to the 
class because of the advertisement have yzone back 
home and organized Bible classes along similar lines 
to this, or else have gone back into the home church 
and Sunday-school and become active in the work. 

While all classes cannot have such a large item in 
their budget as this, yet because of the great returns 
such advertising brings it would be well to set aside 
something for this purpose. 


Cora Gastes, Fra. 








World-Wide 
Sunday School News 




















Sschoomunches 


SCHOOMUNCH is the name for a midday Sun- 

day-school workers’ luncheon conference called to 
discuss the interests of the individual Sunday-schools. 
The luncheon is an inexpensive affair and the workers 
find that by reason of the social contact people are 
encouraged to attend and discuss the interests in- 
volved in the Sunday-school. Sschoomunches are con- 
ducted in increasing numbers in South Africa. Some 
schools hold one each week. Both officers and teachers 
attend and discuss problems and programs for the 
local school. ; 

They are now being held in the following South 
African towns: Capetown, Port Elizabeth, Johannes- 
burg, Pretoria, Durban, and East London. 

Some Sschoomunches are held on this side of the 
Atlantic though that is not the name by which they 
are indicated. In Montreal a certain Sunday-school 
for a number of years has had such a luncheon meet- 
ing each week to discuss the interests of the individual 
school. The group is somewhat small as it includes 
the leading officers. Then if they wish to take up 
the situation in a distinct department the head of that 
department is invited to the luncheon conference. 

There is no reason why the Sschoomunch idea should 
not develop in this country, and in every case it will 
result to the benefit of the individual school which 
is up for diagnosis. . 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 27. 
CHRISTIANITY IN EUROPE 


Golden Text.—The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever.—Revelation I1: 15 














REVIEW: THE SPREAD OF 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 
O LEAD the pupils to the recognition of what 
Paul found: that the best life to live is the life 
in the will of God; that to know God’s will and 
to help to get it done is the greatest thing in the world. 


Our course of lessons for the past Quarter has been 
comprised within the latter half of the Book~of the 
Acts with some additional matter from Paul’s Epis- 
tles and the Book of the Revelation. The mission- 
ary activities that we have studied together have almost 
all taken place on the Continent of Europe. Two les- 
sons Only have taken us back to Asia, the one to 
Ephesus, and the other to Jerusalem. 

As we did last Quarter so also this we may con- 
veniently summarize under the four divisions of Proc- 
lamation, Persecution, Perversion, and Progress. Under 
these headings may be grouped all the lessons except 
two. One ms these is the lesson for Temperance Sun- 
day, and this may be included as dealing with one of 
the results of the Gospel preaching. The other, the 
lesson for Christmas Day, sets forth the central theme 
of that preaching, namely, the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be both the supreme example of the 
love of God for his world and also the propitiation 
for the sins of men. 


I, ProcLAMATION 

1. The leading of God in providence and experience. 
The first lesson dealing with the events at Troas is 
full of instruction on this matter, and it will afford 
us a fresh opportunity to emphasize for our young 
peor.d the fact that God is far more anxious for them 
to know and do his will than they can be. Therefore 
they may be sure that they will not lack guidance if 
they honestly desire it and are ready to obey it when 
it is given. 

2. Let the lesson of Paul’s beginnings in various 
places and circumstances be noted. At Philippi he be- 
gan by talking to a few women gathered for their 
weekly Sabbath service. Always when he could he 
went immediately to the synagogues. In the provi- 
dence of God this formed openings with the Jews, and 
he never failed to seek to turn them to good account 
for his Master. 


3. It is of special importance to observe that the 
theme of Paul’s preaching was Jesus Christ and him 
crucified (1 Cor. 1:23). To the Jews this subject 
was presented always in tlie light of their own Scrip- 
tures. It was necessary that the Christ should have 
suffered (Acts 17:3). Paul showed this from Scrip- 
ture. Such passages as Isaiah 53 or the Twenty-sec- 
ond Psalm presented ampie Scriptural evidence of the 
truth. Then he showed not only that Christ’s death 
was according to the Scriptures, but that it’ was in- 
evitable because the world is alienated and at enmity 
toward God. And finally he showed that this was the 
very thing that Christ came to do. That his death 
was neither an accident nor a martyrdom, but a pro- 
pitiation. 

4. In the next place we have to observe that Paul 
set a very high standard for the converts. He ex- 
pected them to come quickly to maturity under the 
gracious influence of God’s Holy Spirit. When he 
came to Ephesus and found there certain disciples 
«whose lives did not seem to be counting for very much 
in the witness bearing to that great heathen city he 
was at once disturbed by it. Speedily he diagnosed 
the trouble. They had not received the Holy Ghost 
in a conscious experience as the divine Indweller and 
Lord. In the language of today Paul preached a full 
Gospel, and he expected his converts to exhibit the 
characteristics of that full Gospel in a life of full sal- 
vation. The pressure of unrelieved heathendom all 
around them meant that only in this way could the 
Christians expect to maintain their spiritual position 
without backsliding. And growth is ever the best anti- 
dote to decay. Perhaps we also need fo stress this 
feature of Christian experience more than we have 
been accustomed to doing. 

5. Another feature of the proclamation which Paul 
was privileged to make was its inclusiveness. Even 
when the avowal of it might have cost him his life 
he did not hesitate to urge upon the fanatical Jews at 
Jerusalem that God had opened the door of faith to 
the Gentiles. The Church was a new thing, a fresh 
creation of God. It was not a Jewish sect. It was 
a new body in which all had equal privileges. Jewish 
privileges in so far as it had been ‘exclusive and pe- 
culiar in the past had now gore by the board. - It 
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Lesson Calendar for the Fourth Quarter 


1. October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Rom. 15: 18-21 
Golden Text: Matthew 28: 19 
2. October 11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
Golden Text: Phil. 4:4 
3. October 18.—Paul in Thessalonica and Bercea. 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thess, 2: 1-12 
Golden Text: Psalm 11g: 18 
4. October 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18: 1-17; 1 Cor. 13 
Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 13: 13 
5. November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 
Gal. 5.: 13-26; Rom. 13: 1-14 
Golden Text: Ephesians 5 : 18 
6. November 8.—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5: 5-11 
Golden Text: Ephesians 5: 11 
7. November 15.—Paul in Jerusalem. Acts 21:17 to 23 : 30 
Golden Text: Acts. 22:15 
8 November 22—Paul in Rome. Acts 2§: 1-12; 28 : 16-30. 
Golden Text: Philippians 4: 13 
9. November 29.—Paul’s Letter to Philemon. .... Philemon 
Golden Text: Galatians 3 : 2 
10. December 6.—Rome and Beyond. 
Romans 15 : 22-29; 2 Timothy 4 : 6-18; Titus 1 : 5-16; 3: 11-14 
+ Golden Text: 2 Timothy 4:7 
11. December 13.—John’s Vision on Patmos. 
Revelation 1:1 to 3: 22 
Golden Text: Revelation 1:17, 18 
12, December 20.—The Supreme Gift of Love. 
(Christmas Lesson.) 1 John 4: 7-i9 
Golden Text: 1 John 4:11 
13. December 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Europe. 
Golden Text: Revelation 11 : 15 








was always necessary in the counsel of God that the 
Gospel should be presented first to the Jews. But 
that was only in order that they might have the op- 
portunity of becoming the bearers of the good tidings 
to their Gentile ere In certain quarters even 
now this has still to be stressed. For the most part 
today we shall discharge this part of our task by 
urging” upon young disciples earnest care for those 
— may be in less favorable environment than them- 
selves. 


6. Paul took the trouble to keep in touch with those 
whom he had been allowed to help; and he took end- 
less pains to help any whom he could. The letters of 
Paul are beautiful examples of both these features of 
his ministry. We have had one especially to study this 
past Quarter that illustrates both these sides of his 
work, The Epistle to Philemon shows Paul’s regard 
for his absent friends and also Paul’s endeavor to help 
the young convert Onesimus. Gracious speech touched 
and inspired by the Holy Spirit and a helping hand. 
These are two of the characteristics of the Christian 
life as Paul shows it to us, and they are permanent 
illustrations of the result of the Gospel upon hearts 
and lives. We have not the greater gift of inspiration. 
It is not ours to add new books to God’s holy Word. 





The Onward March of Christ 
By Amos R. Wells 


66 OME and help,”” the message.came to quick- 

responsive Paul, and never man more ready 
to heed the Master’s call. So he left kind Antioch, 
and made the world his home. So he helped Philippi, 
Bercea, Corinth, Rome. ‘* Come and help,”” the 
message came; and as the centuries passed the 
blessed Gospel onward marched, now slowly and 
now fast. It reached fair England in its course, and 
nade it holy ground, then far in vast America a fruit- 
ful fielditfound. Still ** Come and help!” the sum- 
mons rang as centuries raced along, and next the 
loving Christ appeared to India’s mighty throng. 
The myriads of China then the glorious tidings 
heard, the islands and dark Africa received the 
wondrous Word. ‘Thus on across the continents 
and on through eager time the Saviour makes his 
blessed march ineffably sublime; and ever at the 
coming of his silver-shining feet the woes of mortals 
disappear and life grows strong and sweet. And we 
who know the Saviour, and we who sing ‘his praise, 
what due and happy share have we in all his works 
and ways? As ‘‘Come and help’ the summons 
rings from far lands or at home, our swift and glad 
reply shall be, ** Yes, Lord, we come, we come!”’ 

















But we can ask for the inspired tongue that will say 
only kind and gracious things and for the ready hand 
taught by the same Holy Spirit to minister to others’ 
needs, 

II. PersEcuUTION 


Proclamation was always followed sooner or later 
by persecution even as our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 
In the present series of lessons persecution is shown 
as taking two forms: Jewish, and Gentile, 

The latter was dependent upon the former. The 
only exception to this was at Philippi where persecu- 
tion arose through interference with the ill-gotten gains 
of Gentile slave owners. The Christian life cannot 
help coming into conflict in some way or another with 
the life of the world. The Christian life is a chal- 
lenge to Satan and he hates it accordingly. Every 
Christian is intended to be a witness (Acts 1:8). 
The Greek word for witness is martyr and the Latin 
word is protestant. These two words both mean the 
same in summing up the history of the Christian 
Church. The martyrs were Christians bearing witness 
even to death before pagan Rome. The protestants 
wer: similarly witnesses before papal Rome, The 
Lord Jesus Christ is the first, the pattern witness. 
But as he was so are his people expected to be in 
the world (1 John 4:17). Your witness bearing may 
not involve actual physical death in the mercy of God, 
but it implies in itself that-you are prepared to take 
up the cross and follow Christ and -to go all lengths 
if need be with him. 


III. PERvERSION 

There is litile direct reference to perversion acting 
from within the church in the course of these last 
twelve lessons. For the most. part that was to be an 
experience yet future to the apostolic age, but the les- 
sons ‘have been only selective not exhaustive. We 
know from references in his Epistles that. this very 
period was for Paul a period of frequent trials through 
false brethren. Paul’s ministry during these years 
was largely occupied with the great controversy over 
the question of circumcision: whether it was necessary 
for Christian converts as such to submit to this rite. 
This controversy was important not merely for itself 
but because it comprised in essence all controversies 
over matters of ritual which have ever troubled the 
church. It is sometimes necessary to contend for the 
faith once delivered to the saints, whether as against 
the pretensions of ritualism and sacerdotalism, or 
against those of modernism. 


IV. Procress 


Finally we note running through our series of les- 
sons the idea of progress. Step by step Paul was be- 
ing led to Rome, the capital city of the Empire, the 
center of the civilized world and longed ie goal. 
Paul’s work was not haphazard, however much it might 
sometimes be conditioned by circumstances: for example, 
by the flight from Bercea, the tumults. in Corinth, or 
the arrest at Jerusalem. Running through all these 
varying experiences we may discern: one unceasing 
purpose. God had a plan for. Paul’s life, and in meas- 
ure Paul knew that plan. As far as he: knew it he 
was prepared to fit into it. This is the true secret 
of a happy and fruitful Christian life, 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


m7 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions ig an_unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover. the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


W HO is the dominant One, working. through all the 
incidents and teachings of this Quarter? 


2. How many times is the Holy Spirit mentioned in 
the Acts? 


3. How many times are heavenly visions or voices 
recorded in this same book? 


4. What is the span of the Fourth Quarter’s lessons, 
as to Paul’s life? 


. How much of Paul’s “world” was untouched by the 
Gospel during his lifetime ? 

6. What was the high point in Paul’s career? 

7. What does Seripture record as to Paul’s death? 


8. Should we be re gy by the suggestion that no 
man can duplicate Paul’s life? 


9. What does God ask of us that we may know his 
plan for our lives? 
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Lesson for December 27 


10. What other inspired writers are as much read and 
quoted today as Paul? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 


week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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Object Talks from Science 


By Orville S. Walters 


Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


Mr. Walters shares with Mrs. Low the lesson 
department “Teaching by Objects,” and furnishes 
frequent lesson iliustrations from the field of science. 
Mrs. Low’s valuable object lessons continue as here- 
tofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ articles. 

Teachers using these simple science talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following: 


1. Most of the materials can be purchased at any 
large drug store. The other items can be readily 
obtained elsewhere. 


2. All experimental procedure should be tried be- 
fore presenting in public to insure familiarity with 
results. 

3. While harmful substances have been used as 
seldom as possible, great caution should always be 
exercised in the handling of all materials. 


4. The. applications drawn from each demonstra- 
tion are merely suggestive ideas, which will in nearly 
every case bear further expansion at the discretion 
of the user. 





Materia: Large piece of smooth, absorbent 
wall paper; potassium nitrate solution. 
a solution .of potassium nitrate by adding one-~ 
half ounce to three ounces water. Make an out- 
line drawing of the world about twelve by eight- 
een inches, and with a soft brush fill in the 
outline of each country by painting with the 
potassium nitrate solution, leaving the oceans un- 
touched. Allow to dry overnight before using. 
When ready, pin up beforc the audience.) 











ERE is a map of the world. It was in this tiny 
country (point out Palestine) that the Lord Jesus 
lived; and it was at Jerusalem where he commissioned 
his disciples and instructed: them to go into all the 
world. (Touch Jerusalem with a glowing match-stem 
or red-hot copper wire. Slowly-moving combustion 
will begin to spread in all directions, following the 
painted portion.) Then Paul went throughout Asia, 
then to Macedonia, Greece, and finally to Rome, found- 
ing churches at each place from which the Gospel 
spread. (Touch the location of each place with glow- 
‘ing match.) Following apostolic times, the Gospel 
spread northward in Europe, reaching Germany, 
rance, and England. It was brought to America by 
the pilgrim fathers and“carried westward by mission- 
aries and pioneer settlers. Then came the missionary 
movement to the Orient With William Carey, Judson, 
Livingstone, and other famous missionary heroes. It 
is being continued today in every country in the world. 
(Here denominational missionaries may be named and 
located by the glowing match.) 

Wherever Christianity has gone, it has spread, for 
“others” is ever the thought of the Christian. And as 
we. continue to bring the Good News by our own ef- 
forts, our prayer, and our money, the day comes ever 
nearer when “the kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ” 
(Rev. 11:15). 


LAWRENCE, Kans. 
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The Busy Men’s Review 


By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1—The Macedonian Call (Acts 15:36 to 
16:15; Rom. 15: 18-21). The best workmen are held 
in reserve for the distant job, whether setting up a 
new machine or a new religion. So Paul was “hin- 
dered” into Europe for our benefit some 1900 years 
later. Paul comes to Philippi, where the. retired 
legionaries were colonized. Among old soldiers a 
good place for an initiation. Here Paul meets Lydia, 
the first Christian in Europe—a business woman—a 
seller of goods. 


Lesson 2.—Paul in Philippi (Acts 16: 16-40; Phil. 
4:4-9). In this lesson we come to the men who could 
ing in the night. When the Christian sings after 
a “licking” there are those to listen who never listened 
before. Sore-back singing beats soft-cushion preaching 
for the fellow in trouble himself. The Business Wo- 
man and the Trained Soldier make the achieving pair. 
Paul loved the Philippian’ church and wrote it one of 
his sweetest letters. I wonder if you can give us that 
wondetist verse, “Be careful for nothing” — go right 
on 

Lesson 3.—Paul in Thessalonica and Berea (Acts 
17: 1-15; 1 Thess. 2: 1-12). “Certain lewd fellows of 
the baser sort” is the “gang” to be found in most 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be hed from The Sunday Schoo! Times Company, 
323-327 North Phirteenth Street, Fhiladelphia, at 10 cents 
. a copy, or $1 a aozen 

First Quarter 


3-—The Son of Goc Becomes Man ..John 1 : 1-18 
10.—The First Disciples 
17.—Jesus’ and Nicodemus 
24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman. 
John 4: 1-42 
. January 31.—Jesus Feeds the Multitude ..John 6: 1-71 
. February 7.—The Slavery of Sin (Temperance 
ERGGOM): oeccen vivcdsbscecccveccscccvsccbectd John 8 : 31-36 
gy. February 14.—Jesus and.the-Man Born Blind. John 9: 1-41 
8. February 21.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10: 1-42 
9. February 28.—Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead. 
’ John 11:1 to 12:11 
10. March 6.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet. John 13 : 1-15 
11. March 13.—Jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14 to 17 
1Z Marin 2u.—yesus Dies on the Crus. . anit 0 19: 42 
13. March 27.—Jesus Rises. From the Dead (Easter 
THOOOR). 6c i ciciwraces Cot airs iiecceesbescts John 20: 1-31 


. January 
January 
. January 
. January 
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towns. These are the hunting grounds and fishing 
banks of every live Sunday-school. Some of the Lord’s 
best have been bagged and creeled from the “birds” 
and “eels.” They have been turned upsidedown, to 
change the metaphor. These are caught by the hunters 
and fishermen. who are in love with their job, to get 
back to the first metaphor. 


Lesson 4.—Paul im Corinth (Acts 18: 1-17; 1 Cor. 
13). “Birds of a feather flock together” is one of the 
proverbs that is more apt than some of the others. 
Paul got down where he knew the new religion had 
to be planted. Paul was a “dirt farmer.” The lan- 
guage of clothes was eloquent in the East and might 
be also in the West. Paul didn’t hang on. Knew 
when to quit. Then I told you about the Seventh 
Day Adventist girl in the Coffee Shop at Washing- 
ton. God’s children are sticking around everywhere, 
“Much people in this city.” 

Lesson 5.—World’s Temperance Sunday (Gal. 5: 
13-26; Rom. 13:1-14). The daily paper is the best 
commentary on a temperance lesson that can be found. 
I trust you tried the Corner plan of painting in red 
all the deviltries of the morning paper. Back of about 
ninety per cent of all the wickedness is old John Bar- 
leycorn. In the temperance lesson we always meet 
that old firm of World, Flesh, and Devil, in the same 
old shop turning out the same old goods. Then we 
went out. to the Packard plant and saw the signs 
“Clean Up and Keep Clean.” 

Lesson 6.—Paul in Ephesus (Acts 19; Eph. 5: 5-11). 
The “seven wonders of the world” included the Tem- 
ple of Diana at Ephesus. It is popularly remembered 
by reason of Paul. Which was the greatest? Temple 
or Epistle? Which are the most wonderful miracles, 
those of the Gospel or those of the twentieth century? 
Suppose you had read of the “wireless miracles” in 
the Book. How the professors would have laughed 
their heads off! Harry Lauder has just been singing 
to me from Los Angeles. And as yet we are only 
touching the edges, the scientists tell us. 

Lesson 7.—Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:17 to 23: 
30). Paul may have a thorn in the flesh, but he never 
suffered from boredom. Something doing every minute. 
Things “come around” in this world. Saul the per- 
secutor — Paul the persecuted. We meet Mr. Mob, 
the craziest man in all history. Flee him as a mad 
dog. I liked the part of this lesson where Paul put 
Tarsus on the map, and the encouragement for every 
live young fellow to go and do the same. “Mr. Get- 
There of Squedunk” is a mighty good taste in one’s 
mouth. 

Lesson 8.—Paul in Rome (Acts 25: 1-12; 28: 16- 
30). In this lesson attention was called to the fact 
that Prayer and Brains are the partnership for suc- 
cess. Not solely “We will pray it through,” but also 
“We will think it through.” The thing to make 
things go as well as to give power is resistance, oppo- 
sition. Opposition is good advertising and means 
“sales.” Paul’s “own hired house” in Rome was no 
doubt a gathering place for Rome’s best, and Paul 
used the Roman interests as his. points of contact. 

Lesson 9.—Paul’s Letter to Philemon (Philemon). 
Here we had something from the great apostle dif- 
ferent from the deep things of his Christian philosophy. 
Nothing less than a jolly letter to an old friend. Paul’s 
Epistles reveal him as an ardent fan, but this letter 
reveals him as a “regular feller” who could laugh 
and joke. I did the best I could with this book, but 
you ought to hear Dr. Campbell Morgan. I am only 
a penny whistle after his whole orchestra! 

Lesson 10—Rome and Beyond (Rom. 15: 22-29; 2 
Tim. 4: 6-18; Titus 1: 5-16; 3: 31-14). In this les- 
son we treated of successes and failures. Edison’s 
first light was a “failure,” a college professor said. 
Not a hundred miles from me a college professor has 
said “Christianity is a failure.” Modern business im- 
possible without the help of Heaven. 

Lesson 11.—John’s Vision on Patmos (Rev. 1: i 
to 3:22). All the New Testament writers were per- 
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fect gentlemen and their correspondence evidenced it. 
John was no exception. We got among the clouds, 
the sunset clouds, in this lesson. The premillennialists 
are those who like to watch the clouds and wonder 
when; and whisper “Even so, Amen.” The Lord’s 
Day is packed full of good things. Joy and happiness 
are two of them. More fun in the Sunday-school 
game than any game multi-millions can ever learn to 
play. 

Lesson 12.—The Supreme Gift of Love (Christmas 
Lesson) (1 John 4: 7-19), Taye forces dominate 
the world. Love. Fear. © One can define Love. 
The Book gives the best and the only definition: “God 
is love.” “Anyone can know love if not called upon 
to define it.” Love is the great “beauty doctor.” If 
you don’t believe it look at some men’s wives. Or 
mother. The world for ages has been “scared stiff” by 
old man Fear. But love conquers Fear. “Same to 
you for the twenty-fourth time!” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each weck. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet yee the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be givem to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse. 


“The Big Winner.”—The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ 
(Golden Text). Some time ago, on the occasion of 
a big race day, my brother, who was lying ill in a 
Sunderland hospital, received a visit from an old vet- 
eran local preacher. No sooner had he entered the 
ward than some of the men shouted, “Hey, mister, 
what’s the big winner?” Like a shot from a gun came 
the answer, “The Lord Jesus Christ, —the Devil also 
ran.” <A hush passed over the ward; the rebuke had 
gone home.—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Leeds, Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Various Kingdoms.—The kingdoms of our 
Lord (Golden Text). A king, visiting a school, ques- 
tioned the children thus: “To what kingdom does this 
lily belong?” “To the vegetable kingdom, your Ma- 
jesty.” “And this?” holding up an ornament. “To the 
mineral kingdom, your Majesty.” “And to what king- 
dom do I belong?” After a short pduse, to the king’s 
delight the answer came, “To the kingdom of God, 
your Majesty.” Much moved, he replied, “May it 
prove to be so indeed, my child.”—Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Handicapped, But —.—He shall reign (Golden 
Text). Some years ago the late Mr. Gokhals, in 
conversation with Dr. Hume, after speaking of Christ 
with the deepest reverence, remarked: “But the Lord 
Jesus Christ is hopelessly handicapped by his connec- 
tion with the West.” To which Dr. Hume replied, 
“For nineteen centuries the Lord Jesus Christ has 
been handicapped by his connection with his followers, 
but hopelessly, never.”—Sent by J. A. Ciark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


When He Saw Voltaire’s Chair.—He shall reign 
for ever and ever (Golden Text). Billy Bray, the 
Cornish miner evangelist, visiting a Paris museum, 
saw Voltaire’s chair. He jumped the railing, seated 
himself in the chair, and sang: “Jesus shali reign 
where’er the sun doth his successive journeys run.” 
—Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Why He Gave~Up Atheism.—And he shall reign 


for ever and ever (Golden Text). Touzalin: “So you 
decided to quit being an atheist?” Foozello: “Yes, 
there’s no future to it.”"—From The Pathfinder. Sent 


by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


The Queen’s Worship.—And he shall reign for 
ever and ever (Golden Text). When Queen Victoria 
had just ascended her throne, she went, as is the cus- 
tom of royalty, to hear “The Messiah” rendered. She 
had been instructed as to her conduct by those who 
knew, and was told that she must not rise when the 
others stood at the singing of the Hallelujah Chorus. 
When that magnificent chorus was being sung, and 
the singers were shouting, “Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth !” 
the queen sat with great difficulty. It seemed that she 
would rise in spite of the customs of kings and queens. 
And when finally they came to that part of the chorus 
where, with a shout, they proclaim him King of kings, 
suddenly the young queen arose and stood with. howed 
head, as if she would take off her own crown and - 
cast it at his feet—From J..Wilbur Chapman. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Review.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the spread of the Gospel. 
We thank thee that it reached from the 
land in which it was first given, out beyond 
the confines of the ancient world, and be- 
came available to us in our day. May we 
duly appreciate this, and remember the faith- 
ful, courageous service of those who gave 
their lives to the preaching of the Word. 
Help us in our day to do whdt we can to 
carry the Gospel to others. May we not 
think of the task as finished, but rather as 
opening out today with its challenge to us 
to the unreached millions of earth. May 
others be found faithful messengers to carry 
the Word, and may conditions in mission 
lands be such as to permit the spread of the 
Gospel freely and extensively. We ask this 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


A Word to the Superintendent.—In 
this last Quarter we have had a- great 
opportunity to study particularly the work 
of the apostle Paul from the Macedonian 
call to his imprisonment in Rome, and 
to the end of his earthly life. All this 
offers a fine opportunity for class partici- 
pation in the Review. Let the superin- 
tendent select enough classes to cover the 
lessons which he regards as most likely 
to be needed by the school, and then let 
each of these classes select some member 
to present in not more than five minutes, 
a paper giving the class’ impression of 
the chosen lesson. This will draw into 
activity a considerable number of teachers 
and pupils, and could easily make a 
- memorable Review. Then at the close, if 
the pastor could speak for a few moments 
on the twelfth lesson in the Quarter, The 
Supreme Gift of Love, a day of blessing 
would undoubtedly be given to the school. 
If it is preferred to have a written Re- 
view, the following questions are intended 
to be suggestive, and to be dictated from 
the desk, and answered in writing. 


1. What is meant by the Macedonian 
call? ?} 

2. What was the difference between the 
attitude of the people in Thessalonica and 
Bercea toward the preaching of the Gos- 
pel? 

3. What were some of the incidents of 
Paul’s experience in Ephesus? 

4. Tell what you can of the incidents 
of the lesson describing Paul’s experience 
in Jerusalem. , 

5. In what city was Paul imprisoned 
for the last time? 

6. While detained in that city, how did 
Paul busy himself? 

7. Tell briefly the contents of Paul’s 
letter to Philemon. How many chapters 
has that Epistle? 

8. Please write out the Golden Text on 
the lesson on Rome and beyond, beginning 
“IT have fought —.” 

9. On what island did John receive his 
vision as described in the Book of Reve- 
lation? 

10. What do you think is the greatest 
gift that mankind has ever had? 

PHILADELPHIA, 





Lesson Hymns 


“Go Ye Into All the World.” 

“From Greenland’s Icy Mountains.” 
“Lead on, O King Eternal.” 

“O Zion, Haste.” 

“Send the Light.” 

“We've a Story to*Tell to the Nations.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EVIEW Acts 16 through 28 and Rev- 
elation I, 21, 22. Place the map where 
it can be seen easily by all in the class. 
Thank the helpers who traced Paul’s jour- 
neys for us. How many missionary jour- 
neys did Paul make? We went over the 
first of these in our last Review, and 
this week we are going to review his 
iast two journeys. 
Who went with Paul on his second trip? 
Who joined the party at Lystra? Have 
the travel line pointed out to Troas. At 
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donia at once? What happened at 
Philippi ? 

Have the travel line pointed out as the 

missionaries went to Thessalonica, Berea, 
Athens, and Corinth, letting the children 
tell you, if they can, some incident of each 
mission, The Jews at Thessalonica raised 
such bitter opposition, that Paul and Silas 
were sent to Berea in the night. At 
Berea the Jews were more open-minded, 
and read their Bibles every day to see 
if Paul’s message was true. But the 
Jews came from Thessalonica, and got 
some rowdy people to raise a riot. 
Then Paul was sent to Athens, and 
after he had told the Good News there 
he went to Corinth. With whom did he 
stay while at Corinth? What did the 
Lord say to Paul one night while he was 
there? Paul stayed at Corinth a long 
time telling the Good News, then he 
started back home, stopping a short time 
at Ephesus. He promised to come back 
to the people at Ephesus, if the Lord was 
willing, and stay a while with them. Have 
the travel line pointed out to Czsarea, 
Jerusalem, and Antioch. Paul rested at 
Antioch a while and then started on his 
third journey, traveling over land, visit- 
ing the churches and telling the Good 
News up in Galatia and Bithynia. Then 
he came to Ephesus, as he had promised. 
He stayed here a long time and many 
people in Ephesus and other parts of Ro- 
man Asia heard the Good News and be- 
lieved on the Lord Jesus. Who can tell 
about the riot of the silversmiths? 

Leaving Ephesus, Paul went to Mace- 
donia and Greece, visiting the churches 
and perhaps telling the Good News in 
other parts of these countries. Do the 
children remember about the gift these 
people sent to the Christians in Jerusa- 





lem? Paul and some of his friends from 
the different churches carried this gift. 

What did the people all along the way 
tell Paul ‘about going to Jerusalem? Who 
can tell about Paul’s arrest in the Tem- 
ple? What did the Lord say to Paul 
after he had told the people in Jerusalem 
about the Saviour? Where did Captain 
Lysias send Paul? How long was he a 
prisoner at Caesarea? When the Jews and 
Roman governors would not treat Paul 
fairly to whom did he appeal? 

Who can tell about Paul’s journey to 
Rome, and point out the travel line? What 
two friends went with him? How did 
Paul live in Rome? We have some very 
precious letters in the Bible written by 
Paul while he was a prisoner. Who can 
tell about the run-away slave, and the 
letter Paul wrote his master? 

The last letter Paul wrote was to 
Timothy. In this letter he said, “The 
time of my departure is at hand.” This 
meant that Paul was soon to be put to 
death for telling the Good News. Was 
Paul sad or troubled about it? What 
beautiful reward was the Lord keeping 
for his faithful messenger ? 

Another one of the Lord’s witnesses 
was arrested by the Romans, and im- 
pfisoned on a lonely island. What was 
his name? Who spoke to John as he 
was worshiping alone on the Lord’s Day? 
The Lord showed John a beautiful pic- 
ture of our heaveniy home. Who can 
tell some of its beauties and glories? 

Call attention to the map, with its jour- 
ney lines, and Good News circles, showing 
how one of the Lord’s first messengers 
traveled over rough roads and stormy 
seas to tell people who had never heard 
about the Lord Jesus. Explain that peo- 
ple did not know about all the world at 
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Troas who said to Paul, “Come over . . . 
and help us"? Did Paul go into Mace- 
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that time. But- Paul had done his- best 
to keep the Lord’s last command, “Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature” (Mark 16:15, 
Memory Verse). 


Sing, “Rescue the Perishing.” 
CuinTon, S. C, 


we 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew: 





How the Lesson is Taught This. Week 
The First Bearers of. Christianity: 
1. Going “from Jerusalem and round- 

about.” 

2. “Over into Macedonia [Europe], and 
help us.” 
3. “Even unto Illyricum” . . . “to 

Rome”... “unto Spain.” 





4 “And beyond” —? 











In lonely places;never gi 
GoMammon,lust,or baneful pride 
thought or wish to greed allied. 

| greed But, blest withthe 
He tramples down each bruisédreed. With love sincere for all mankind, 


ia) Poor fools, he cries;thefit survive, And lovedinturn from day to day, 


alwaysthrive, He goes on his appointed way. 
souls are pure So pure,so finely sane i , 
His life exhales unconsciously iA\ 


APS! Do they fascinate you? Do: 
they tell you tales that fire your- 


imagination? Can-you not stir your girls’ 


minds over a map of the Roman world 
that was evangelized for Christ by those - 


first bearers of the Christian message? 
The Review planned for this lesson 
(above) will prove far more vivid if you 
can use the map with it—if you can 
make your girls “see” the places and 
the peoples “from Jerusalem . . . over 
into Macedonia . . . even unto Illyricum 
... to Rome... to Spain .. . and be- 
yond,” as the very words of Scripture 
record those journeyings, A map is a 
wordless story book, a skeleton picture 
book, a “frozen” moving-picture pageant 
—the very best. of commentaries on the 
Biblical narratives. 
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Lesson for December 27 
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1. For this last Review of our six one. How many such points of evangel- 


months’ study of the Acts of the Apostles 
let us turn our thoughts back to the 
starting point from which those first car- 
riers went out with their glad evangel. 
Paul himself does this for us in the last 
chapter of his letter to the Roman Chris- 


tians in verse 19. Read that aloud, and | 


then follow its phrases with your eye and 
mind on the map. “From. Jerusalem,” 
where the. historic foundation for all 
Christian faith had been laid.once for all 
in the facts of the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
“round about even unto Illyricum,” reads 
that statement. 

Can some girl trace those “round about” 
journeys on the map, which we have been 
tracing. on our charts? Watch both as 
you think those journeys through with 
those whe first carried the Good News 
to Jew and Gentile—in exactly what 


places? Your answers to that question ' 


are to be recorded in the lower spaces 
on your chart, as in the original printed 





ization can your girls name, now? And 
how accurately can they place them in 
correct relation to the chapters of the 
Acts, in which the events occurring there 
are recorded? This Review ought to 
show considerable gain in such knowledge 
of the Bible. 

2. But we must pause upon the point 
at which the Gospel made its first cross- 
ing from Asia to Europe, where it came 
“over to help us,” whose forefathers lived 
on those shores. Few of us in America 
today may be Greeks or Italians, but our 
Christian faith filtered north into the 
Anglo-Saxon lands from the early Chris- 
tians of Southern Europe af whom that 
business woman of Philippi was the very 
first. Can your girls name her — the first 
European convert to Christianity? This 
will be a fitting place to name others 
whose conversion is written down for us 
in the Acts. Could your girls add a space 
to their charts for such names? 

3. Now is the time, too, to emphasize 








The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith - 11. rite Jett Telling Bible Stories” 
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that last imprisonment of Paul’s in Rome, 
following the fourth missionary journey 
(not related in the Acts), which prob- 
ably included Spain, the westernmost 
bounds of the Roman world. Imagina- 
tion has to supply that journey for us, 
except such mentions of places visited 
then as we find in some of Paul’s let- 
ters, 

4. “And beyond” —even Spain? This 
Gospel has traveled to the shores of our 
new America, crossed our wide continent, 
made its entrance into the lands of the 
Far East since Paul’s short day closel 
with his death in Rome. How much far- 
ther shall it travel in our day? Your 
girls themselves must give the only an- 
swer to that question. What is it? 


Home Study 


Now we are ready to sketch through 
the Acts of the Apostles and mark every 
time the Acts of the Holy Spirit are 
recorded there. How many can you find? 
Is his place and power in your own life 
any clearer to you now than when you 
began this study of his own especial acts 
in your Bib‘e? 

Decatur, Ga. 

ne 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed: like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one pa:t or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical valiie of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurIsTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNDAY 
ScHoo. Times. 

If your class is not yet ‘taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 


_address, by ordering from The Sunday 


School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What appeal,. heard in a vision, led 
to the evangelization of Europe? 

2. Whose prayer and praise meeting 
resulted in an earthquake, and where did 
it take place? é 

3. About what unusual “nobility” in the 
early Church did we learn in this Quar- 
ter’s lessons? 

4. What fellow craftsmen in hjs trade 
did Paul meet in his journeys, and where 
did he meet them? 

5. What does it mean to “walk in the 
Spirit” ? 

6. In what city that Paul visited was 
a huge and expensive bonfire made? 

7. Where did Paul find an opportunity 
to preach in the midst of a riot? 

8. Where did Paul have his congrega- 
tions come to his house to hear his 
preaching, .nd why did he do this? 

9. In what letter of Paul’s does he talk 
about profitable and unprofitable serv- 
ants? 

10. What crown for faithful service 
does Paul speak of, and how does this 
concern us? 

11. From whom did the apostle’ John 
receive a marvelous message and to whom 
was it to be given by John? : 

12. Why did the Lord Jesus come to 
this earth? 

we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the Golden Text for 

this Review (Rev. 11:15) gleams 
forth in letters. of. gold above. the chancel 
in Westminster Abbey. But the king- 
doms of this world cannot “become the 
-kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ” 
until Christians are fully yielded to Jesus, 
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and led by the Holy Spirit. When he is 
permitted to lead, then he empowers his 
followers to perform the high task as- 
signed. Let’s continue in this Review, as 
in the preceding one, to mark the glori- 
ous trail of the Holy Spirit through the 
activities and the teachings of Paul and 
his companions. 


Lesson 1.—Hopping Continents. Asia 
to Europe. The propulsive power of the 
Holy Spirit, through the yielded will of 
Paul and his response to the Macedonian 
call, opened up a vast new territory to 
the Gospel and eventually brought God’s 
gracious gift of salvation to us. 


Lesson 2,—“Stars and Stripes.”” Only 
the Holy Spirit could enable Paul and 
Silas to sing at midnight in the prison 
stocks while suffering from the bleeding 
stripes of their cruel scourging. Stars, 
for stripes. “Will there be any stars in 
your crown?” 


Lesson 3.—A Tree. The tree of Paul’s 
life — full of fruit to the glory of his 
Master. The “fruit of the Spirit” — love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. 
The branch simply abides in the Vine, 
and the sap—the Holy Spirit — enters 
through the abiding connection, produc- 
ing fruit that glorifies God. 


Lesson 4.—Visions. “Be not afraid, 
but speak, and hold not thy peace: for 
I am with thee, and no man shall set on 
thee to hurt thee!” Thus in a vision 
Paul was strengthened for his further 
work. The Holy Spirit gives to his be- 
leaguered followers vision which definitely 
directs in a plain path and empowers them 
to carry on. 


Lesson 5.—Pegs. Each of us a peg in 
his place, confirmed by the Holy Spirit 
in the location and the task. Stay put. 
Stand: and having done all — stand. 


Lesson 6.—Magic Fire. The fire that 
can reach and destroy the subtle power 
of an evil book — the literature of skep- 
ticism and of peace-wrecking doubt — is 
indeed a magic fire. More than magic. 
The Holy Spirit worked in the hearts 
of sorcerers and caused them to do an 
amazing thing. They burned their books 
of magic! 


Lesson 7.—“‘May I Speak?” The 
tongue is today as potent for good or evil 
as it ever was in Paul’s lifetime. There 
is confusion in the world today — political, 
commercial, spiritual—as perhaps no 
other gerieration has ever seen. Oh, for 
the clear, ringing note of faith in God and 
his Christ! “May I speak?”—A _ note 
like that! If the Holy Spirit speak 
through me, I will. 

Lesson 8.—Rainy Days. Limitations. 
Days of restriction. Nevertheless, days 
of usefulness and of growth. Paul a pris- 
oner, yet undaunted, working in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Doubtless some of his 
most influential and lasting work was 
done in the “rainy days.” 


Lesson 9.—A Slice and a Friendly 
Tree. Well, fellows, I suppose Onesimus 
never played golf; but he “sliced” badly, 
and the Holy Spirit led him to a friendly 
tree that bounced him back into the fair- 
way. That friendly tree was Paul, ani- 
mated by the same Holy Spirit. 


Lesson 10.—A Good Fight. Paul, near 
the end of his great career, could truly 
say,.“I have fought a good fight.” He 
had fought in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Any fellow can fight; but only 
those coached by the Holy Spirit can fight 
a good fight. 


Lesson 11.—First and Last. It is a broad 
sweep, from first to last. No mere human 
mind can span it; “but God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God” (1- Cor. 2:10). Jesus Christ — — 
first and last—and all between. The 
Holy Spirit shows us into the picture 
and enables us to live there. 


Lesson 12.—Love’s Anniversary. And 
“now abideth. faith, hope, tove, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love.” 
Faith in the stability of our free institu- 
tions, as exemplified in our celebration of 
Washington’s Birthday; hope for our 
permanent peace and liberty, as shown in 
our patriotic observance of the Fourth of 
July ; but above all, Love which conquers 
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ACH of the squares represents a Sunday-school in a moderate 
sized town — your town, possibly. 


The square with a cross beside it is your Sunday-school, if 
there is a club of TimEs subscribers in your school. 


We’ ll assume that the four other Sunday-schools are without 
any club of T1mgs subscribers (Say, but it may be true ! 


Problem :— How can we secure a Club secretary in each of 
the four who will secure at least 5 subscribers to form the begin- 


ning of a club in the school? 


THAT'S the Problem! ! 


Will you put on your thinking cap, pick out some one you 
know, in each of the four schools (four is used simply as an illustra- 
tion), go to the phone, and ask each one if he, or she, will start a 
club of subscribers among the teachers and adult Bible students in 


the school ? 


If some one answers : 
trust you to tell the story ! 


And please say that some very choice books are offered to 
those who secure new clubs — and a beautiful Scripture Text Illus- | 


tcated Wall Calendar, too. 


One thing more : 


illustrated — entitled 


Fulfilled Prophecies 
That Prove the Bible 


How often you have wished that you could know more about 
the great prophecies in the Word that have already been fulfilled ! 
Here is a study of them made only a few months ago by Mr. Davis 
on a special visit to Palestine for this purpose. 


Please follow the suggestions of this invitation and the book 


is yours. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘¢ But what is this T1meEs?’’ 


Just send us the names and addresses of 
those to whom you make this suggestion, and who agree to dis- 
tribute a few free specimen copies of THe SunDay SCHOOL ‘TIMES 
in their respective schools in the hope of forming a club of sub- 
scribers, we will send you in return a copy of George T. B. Davis’ 
new book —a remarkable book (paper bound) of 123 pages, fully 


Will You Help 
Us Solve 
This Problem ? 


we'll 
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| the world, arrayed in its radiant gar- 
; ments on Love’s anniversary — Christmas 
| Day. The Holy Spirit is Love’s great 
| Advocate. “And Jesus, when he was bap- 
tized, went up straightway out of the 
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened 
unio him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
him: and lo a voice from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased” (Matt. 3: 16, 17). 
GREENSBORO, N, C, 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of December 20) 

1. What richer one can be found than 
1 John 4:9? 

2. Here we find the underlying motive 
for all Christian yng Se service. 

3. Love— (1) for God, who first loved 
us, and (2) for one another in the light of 
that iove. 


4. Are there any bigger in meaning than 


“God is love,” even in the Bible? 
5. Love. 
6. Christmas and Easter. 
7. Fear. 


8. Perfect love. 


9. “Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, 
I have called thee by thy name; thou art 
mine. When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou 
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy 
, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour” 
(Isa. 43: 1-3). 
10. The fact that we love others and show 
that love by our loving deeds to them (1 
John 4: 20, 21). 
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Bu-Pe’s Temptation 
By Amelia 0. Stott 
A True Story from China 


6 ee ae was great excitement in the 
Chinese carpenter’s house in the West 
Gate street on this particular morning. 
It was the day on which Bu-Pe, the first- 
born son was going to choose his “after- 
life work,” and this ceremony is held 
when a baby boy is exactly a year old. 

The old granny sclpured a large red 


things. A book, a pen, a dollar coin, a 
few grains of rice, a scrap of colored cot- 
ton material and other articles of silver, 
gilt ornaments and such trifles, yet all 
with a special meaning. 

When the proper hour came all the 
relatives. and family gathered in the 
guest room and the-baby boy was car- 
ried in by his mother dressed in beautiful 
scarlet clothes and wearing all his best 
things. The little fellow who was called 
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Bu-Pe (“First-Step-to-Joy”) was put 
down on the floor beside the red tray, 
while every one watched him. He won- 
dered what it all meant and what he was 
supposed to do? He did nothing at 
first, for there were so many beautiful 
things on that tray he didn’t know what 
to grab, but at last, his fat little fist 
seized the book because it had a bright 
red cover. 

Instantly every one cried out, “The boy 
will be a scholar. He will read written 
| words and be very wise.” 

Now as they think in China that this 
is by far the highest and most honorable 
work in life the carpenter and his fam- 
ily St greatly delighted. Of course, if 

mgd n icked up the dollar. first he would 
on na rich man by and by, or a 
silversmith had he chosen the metal 
ornaments; but nothing would have been 
so good as becoming a book-reader, so 
all were satisfied. 

Little Bu-Pe grew up strong and 
ot but he did not try to walk even 
when the right time arrived, and he was 
always falling down and hurting himself 
on everything he came near: His old 
ie od said he was “top heavy because 
the weight of wisdom in his head.” 








tray on which she placed all sorts of. 
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But one never-to-be-forgotten day the 
little boy was found to be blind. 

His parents were very sad, for he was 
their only child, and a fine healthy boy 
he was, of whom they had every reason 
to be proud. There. was now no hope 
that he could become a “reader of books.” 
Indeed he would probably become a beg- 
gar when he grew up. 

His parents were terribly poor and all 
their savings were spent in calling in 
Chinese doctors and priests, who prob- 
ably destroyed any sight that was left by 
their cruel way of piercing the eye-balls 
with red-hot needles. 

Bu-Pe was a good child, and being the 
one and only grandson, was much 
petted in the home. He never knew how 
often he was the only member of the 
family who always had plenty to eat, 
and was lovingly cared for in every way. 
His Granny was afraid he might die 
before her, and then she would have no 
grandson to attend her grave and worship 
her spirit. When some one came to the 
village and said that there was a won- 
derful All-Healing Hospital in, Peking 
and the boy ought to be taken “here: old 
age firmly refused to allow him ‘to 


e eThose evil Foreign people will kill 
him and make his body into medicine, 
for, that is how they carry on their 
work,” she declared. - 

It was not until Bu-Pe was about ten 


years old -(after his Granny had died) 


that a distant cousin of his father’s from 


the Peking Mlevoital 
man and when Bu-Pe’s father said he 
had no money and was in debt, this 
cousin generously lent what was needed 
for the journey. . 

“Anyway,” he said, there 4 is a school 
where they teach blind boys to tead and 
earn their living, and that will save him 
from becoming a beggar when your 
spirit walks away.” Bu-Pe’s father was 
not at all well at the time, and the idea 
that the boy might yet “learn books” 
we the mother who had been so 


So the hay ssksk 40d iene hou out 
too certain that he would never see, he 
was placed in a school which has done 
such a wonderful work in North China. 

He soon learned to read well, and he 
had a particularly beautiful voice.” This 
was carefully trained, for Bu-Pe had 
cE RH 
teacher t wo’ 
for Him age, the Gospel songs. 
His father died soon after; so it was a 
good thing his mother did not: have to 
take care of him, for she had to work to 
keep herself. 

One day when Bu-Pe was about four- 
teen he went out with a Bible-séller to 
help him in the villages in his work. The 
blind ‘boy would read the Scriptures 
aloud and. sing. the hymns, ‘while. his 
companion urged the people. to buy. his 
books. The ignorant country ~ folk 
thought it a miracle to hear “Eyes-of- 
blackness” reading and came around in 
bigger crowds. On a certain morning a 
man ed his way nearer the lad and at 
a favorable opportunity said in his’ a, 
“Come with me, Small Brother, and I 
will. help thee to earn many dollars with 
that voice-of-silver.” Then “he whis- 
pered all sorts of nice words to the boy 
who was silly enough to believe him. 

It happened that Bu-Peé had: been re- 
proved that morning for some small mat- 
ter at the school, and having been an 
only son at home, he never took any 
-correction very well, and was apt, to 
imagine that ple were hard upon him! 
des stranger's words tempted him “and 

he suddenly. thought. this might be a 
chance of his life to make lots of ‘money 
and help his mother_not to-go out work- 
ing so hardt He forgot to pray inhis 
eagerness and would not listen to what 
the Bible-seller said. -The man was in a 
hurry to get off in his car, and Bu-Pe, 
Caine himself very smart, went - with 

im. 

He soom found that he was to. travel 
round cd snare irt of the Province 


with a band of jugglers and fortune- 
tellers pic lt by.this man. The Chi- 
nese believe that “Fyes-of-darkness” 


(Blind folk) can always see into the 
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‘ Lesson for December 27 
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future; and the boy was supposed to 
make money — not for himself but for 
others — by deceiving the poor, ignorant 
country people. How he hated it all, 
especially when some poor, foolish 
woman would part with her last cash 
perhaps to be told what God alone 
Knows! Bu-Pe felt so unhappy that he 
refused to lie and deceive them atid was 
most cruelly ill-treated and starved. At 
finding him of no use for their pur- 
pose, they left him on the roadside after 
beating him nearly to death. 

But God was watching over the lad, 
and in His love and mercy He caused an 
old Christian man passing along to hear 
Bu-Pe murmuring feebly, Yia-su! Yia- 
su! (“Jesus! Jesus !”) 

sacred Name is ever.a-passport in 
China among believers called Aao-yiu 
(“Friends of the Church”) and so the 
old man managed to carry the lad to his 
home. He and his wife tenderly cared 
for him, and as soon as Bu-Pe avas able 
to’ speak he begged them to get a letter 
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written to the School for the Blind in 
Peking. 

It was not long before they sent to 
bring him back, a humbled and much- 
changed boy. God had taught him many 
lessons and during those terrible weeks 
of suffering he had learned much, which 
has since enabled him to be a greater 
blessing to others. 

Today God is using his voice to tell 
others of the Light which shines so 
brightly in this blind boy’s heart. 


WortTHING, Sussex, ENGLAND. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





What Jesus Teaches about Truth- 
John 8:32; 18:37; Matt. § : 37. 
(Consecration meeting.) 

Jan. 10. What Shall L Do with My Money? 
Luke 12 : 13-21; 15 : 11-19. 

Jan. 17%, My Share in My Home. Luke 2: 
40-51; 15 : 15-31. 

Jan. 24.. What Leadership Should We Follow? 
Luke 5: 1-11; Col. 2:18, 19. 


" Sunday, December 27_ 
Should We Learn from the Experiences 
of Others? Why? How? 
(Heb. 11 : 32-40; 12:1, 2) 


Jam. 3. 
fulness. 








*Men.—The fool and the wise (Prov. 12: 
15; 15: 31-33). 

Tues.—A lesson in faith (Psa. 37 : 23-45). 

Wed.—Value of others’ experience (Rom. 


15 : 1-5). 

Thurs.—Should we forgive wrongs? (Gen. 
45 : 1-11). 

Fri—Lying exposed (1 Kings 5 : 20-27). 

Sat.—Behold the drunkard! (Prov. 33 : 
29-35). 











How do we build on experience in science? 
How do we know that there is a moral 
law? (See Gal. 6:7, 8.) 
ied has the experience of parents helped 
us 
LTHOUGH in many respects we can- 
; not liken our spiritual progress to a 
scientific experiment or to an industrial 


° development, nevertheless, there are cer- 


tain things that we may learn from science 
and industry and use with profit in our 
spiritual life. One of these is the value 
of the experience of others. No scientist, 
about to begin an experiment can afford 
to ignore what others have done in his 
field. He does not start at the very be- 
ginning of science and attempt to discover 
and prove everything step by step along 
the way. He draws freely upon the re- 
sulfs of what others have done. He reads 
what they have to say that might. affect 
the experiment he has in mind. He takes 
the materials that others have perfected 
and then, taking up his search where 
others have left off, he forges ahead into 
unknown territory. 

We find this true in the business world 
as well. Men are constantly using and 
building upon the experience of others, 
checking it and studying it carefully, 
adapting it to their own particular re- 
quirements where necessary, but none the 
less building upon the experience of 
others, 

Why, then, in the spiritual realm should 
we ve so reluctant to profit by the experi- 
ence of. others? Some, who would not 
for a minute discount experience in sci- 
ence or business, nevertheless, tell us that 
in spiritual matters they cannot accept 
what some one. else has written or what 
another has to say about his spiritual 
experience. They must work out things 
first-hand. We find men and women who 
will utterly ignore God’s ‘Word with its 
wealth of experience and testimony from 
the patriarchs and Church Fathers, as 
well as the experiences of those who have 
disobeyed and rebelled against God. They 
claim that they can only accept what they 
themselves have learned from their own 
experience. 

Some are even so foolish as to refuse 
to permit children to receive Christian 
instruction, on the score that they want 
their children to grow up. unhindered by 
the experience and “inhibitions”-of others. 





mention The Sunday School Times. 


A book published not long ago contained 
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a picture of some children in the act of 
prayer. It is reported that a certain well- 
known mother protested against the pic- 
ture, claiming that, if her children read 
this book, she would have to spend much 
time in explaining to. her children what 
the pictures meant and why they should 
not pray, and she wanted her children to 
grow up unhindered by any such precon- 
ceived notions of religion. 


But when we turn to God’s Word, 
we find that the experience of others has 
there been written down for our reproof 
and correction and for our instruction 
in righteousness (2 Tim. 3: 16) Per- 
haps you have wondered sometimes why 
the Bible contains so much history, and 
why there are certain unpleasant incidents 
there. Can you not see that the Holy 
Spirit has brought together these experi- 
ences of others that we might be saved 
some of the bitter sorrow, suffering, and 
pain through which they passed, and that 
we might use the rich treasures that are 
found in the experiences of those who 
have loved anl served God to building 
noble, Christian character and to reach 
out into a richer and deeper Christian 
experience for ourselves. 

There is another side to the experi- 
ences we find in God’s Word. Not only 
do the failures and triumphs of faith re- 
corded there help us in our own conduct, 
but as we see God dealing with these men 
and women, and how he has never failed 
or forsaken any who have put their trust 
in him, eur faith in God. is strengthened 
and we are led on to dare to believe him 
and rely upon his Word as others have 
done, 

Christian biographies may also be of 
real help to us. Such- books as “Borden 
of Yale ’oo9,” by Mrs. Howard Taylor 
(China Inland Mission, 237 W. School 
Lane, Germantown, Philadelphia, $1), 
“Mary Slessor of Calabar,” b d 
Livingstone (Doubleday, Doran and Co., 
Inc., 244 Madison Ave., New York, $2), 
“Hudson Taylor,” by Marshall Broom- 
hali (China Inland Mission, $1), and 
“Life of William Carey” (E. P. Dutton 
Co., 286 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 
80 cents) will be of untold inspiration 
and guidance. There is.a series of little 


booklets published :in. England, telling the |: 


life stories of great men and women, that 
may well form an important unit in your 
young people’s library. It is called “The 
Little Library of Biography” and it is 
published by the Religious Tract Society 
of London (4 Bouverie St. Fleet St., 

E. C. 4, London, England). The book- 
lets are paper covered and. small enough 
to slip in the pocket or pocketbook, and 
cost only 2 cents each. The series in- 
cludes the lives of. such men as William 
Tyndale, William Carey, Martin Luther, 
John Wycliffe, John Wesley, William 
Booth, Alexander Mackay, Michael Fara- 
day, and many others. 

Still another way in which we may 
share the experiences of others is through 
the “experience meeting” or “testimony 
meeting.” . The Methodist Episcopa! 
Church used to have a Tuesday night 
class meeting that was of untold value, 
especially to young Christians. Here they 
had an. oppertunity to learn of what God 
was doing in the lives of older Christians, 
how he had answered prayer, and what he 
meant to them. While there may have 
been some moth-eaten experiences that 
appeared over and over again under this 
plan, nevertheless there were enough fresh 
and living ones to bring* real help and 
encouragement to others. 

Why not set aside a portion of this 
last meeting of the year for a time of 
testimony as to what God has done for 
your members in 1931. It might be ‘well 
to ask half a dozen or so, whom you 
know have a real testimony, to be pre- 
pared to speak not more than say three 
minutes each. You will have to caution 
your members to make their testimonies 
personal, and to tell what God: has done 
or has meant in their lives, not what they 
think he should mean or what the Bible 
says he should mean. If your members 
are living close to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
you will find that they will have real 
testimonies and will be glad of the oppor- 
tunity to speak’ for him. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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CHRISTMAS 
BOOKS 


for Gis) for 
girls - boys 
The Little Colonel Stories 


Second Series 
By Annie FELLows JOHNSTON 


Author of the famous Little Colonel books, af Se 
more than a million copies have bee 


** Few heroines are as fascinating as <my Little 
Colonel, and none a better friend for a girl to 
have.’ ’- Dorothy Dix 

Illustrated, lustrated, bound in rose silk cloth, $2.00 | 


_The Sandman : 
His Japanese Stories 
Collected by Mar Mi LeBertT 


Wit a Foreword by Mee Anderson, 
author of “T. Spell o Japan.” 

Children will hail with delight these Japanese 

pearteny. which are told in the S aman. & inimita- 


ble style. The book is charmingly illustrated. 
niform with ‘The Sandman: His Farm Sto- 
ries,” etc. Mustrated, large 12mo, $1.75 


Little Puritan Stories 
By Epirm Rosinson 
Author of “A Loyal Little Maid,” etc. 
Boys and girls of today will follow with interest 


the = adventures of the little heroes and 
heroines who move through the pages of this de- 


lightful volume. —ijstrated, large 12mo, $2.00 
The Vagabond Scouts 


By Kennepy Lyon 
The amazing adventures of an unusual pend 
scout aggregation, related by the well-known ani 
pular author of peorfes fe = boys, many of which 
appeared in 


Bo 
Hictrted by} Held Cue, 12me, $1.75 


Famous Leaders of Industry 
Third Series 
By TRENTWELL M. Wuirte 


“ As fascinating as fiction are these biographies, 
== aye home the truth that just as every 
in += FSi spaieen ones a marshal’s baton in 

is knapsack, so every American youngster car- 
ries: potential success under his Yat.’ Becton 

ANSCT I: 


Ilustrated from photographs, cloth 12mo, $2.50 
** Mest of ihe beoks beloved by chil- 
dren — from Pollyanna onward—beer 
the PAGE tt." — Fe 

Ee ‘amily Herald 


are 


L. C. PAGE COMPANY 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


PROVEN PLANS OF RELIABLE CONCERNS 


Utmost care has been taken in she 
eclection. of these little ads 
spond te them with abe 














AGENTS WANTED—WIDELY KNOWN 
manufacturer. wants an agent in every com- 
munity to sell money and © saving house- 
held specialties. ick sellers. Fifty per 
cent profit, constant repeats. Agents pro- 
tected for repeat Caaeene, 5 in og yy Oo igh 
today. Sey Products Co., Ox 

Dept. A, Station O, Philadelphia, Pa. 


eee SALESMEN YOU CAN EARN 

good income and accomplish untold 
wiles “The Bible in My Everyday Life’— 
a practical application of the Bible to every- 
day activities. Endorsed by leading editors 
and ministers of all minations. Address 
System Bible Co. (Desk E-12), 1 West Lin- 
wood Bivd., Kansas City, Mo 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY, MEN—WOMEN, 
18-50, qualify for Government positions, $105 
to $250-a month. Steady employment, experi- 
ence not. required, common education. Thou- 
sands appointed yearly, Write, sactrnctiie 
Bureau, 364, St. Louis, Mo. Quickly. 


POLMET—THE WONDERFUL POLISHING 
cloth. Cleans all metals without liquid, paste 
or powder, Approved. by by 

Institute. Sells fast at 25c. Sample 
Gale Co., 47 Edinboro St., Boston, Mass. 


“RUN-PROOF” ne Se Ea SILK. HOSE. 
Full-fashioned. ust invented. 
Free samples. 
Hartford, Conn. 

















In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


Good posetnaring ; 


+ plea MOSS (RPA) Co., F 
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PELOUBET’S 
Select Notes 


For 1932 (58th annual volume) 
By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 
(international Uniform Sunday School Lessons) 


A DEPENDABLE HELP 
FOR*ALL TEACHERS 


Loyal to the Bible — abreast of the needs 
of teachers — a deeply devotional spirit, 
with suggestive methods and interpreta- 
tions wes hall - fi me 
places a customs — maps, illustra- 
tions and charts, by one of America’s 
foremost Bible authorities. 

Postpaid, $2.00 


Test Your Bible Knowledge 
“KNOW-YOUR-BIBLE” SERIES 
Question and Answer Books 
KNOW YOUR BIBLE ? (60th thousand) 
1500 questions on great events and characters 


GO TUL YOU GUESS (20th thousand) 
400 sections of 5 questions esch pointing to 
correct answers 


BIBLE SAYINGS (New) 











es ats 
Answers in back, $1.00 each 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY - Boston 
a a 





A TEACHER’S TESTIMONY 


“ This class has turned from a group of 20 more or 
less indifferent high school boys and girls, and some 
older ones too, into a most intensely interested group 
of students searching the Scriptures, for just now in 
the high schools so much is being said in favor of 
evolution, that the boys and gcse: are welcoming such 
insteuction as your courses a 

She is referring to our 20 Lessons in Genesis, and a 
class she is conducting in that course. Why not 
transform your young people likewise? 

Courses in Genesis, Raedus,. ohn, Revelation, 
BibleHistory and Prophecy,and Homiletics.Each set 
has 2olessons and costs $7.00 fer set. Any five courses 
in a loose-leaf binder for $s. 


THE GOSPEL MINISTER, Westfield, Indiana 
NO ($CE—We also publish S. S. Quarterlies. Ask 
for Samples. 





MAKE YOUR OWN 
Mimeograph Programs 
For Christmas, New Years, Children’s ograls etc. 
Publish your own church paper. 
Ministers put your YOUNG PEOPLE to work. 


instructions ar 


ye, 
J.<. MOO 


53 Institute Place 
Ave. Station, Chicago, Ill. 


GOMETHING NEW ! 


Systematic paily Reading Cards 
Reed 4 Rod Sy reamn | Genesis to Revelation 


How to read your Bible once each year in 15 minutés 
a day. A Practicat Girt to Your Friends. 


@omptete Set-Price $171.00 FREE 
Discount to Dealers. Agents Wanted SAMPLE 


HERMAN F. STEINBORN, Distributor 
Address P. O. Box ARP-777, CHICAGO, ILL. 


$120 











BOOKPLATES ——— 


With your own name, or any other, beau- 
Bey printed on a senuine ‘‘Guzzardi"’ 

EX-LIBRIS. Only $1.00 per 100 packed 
in a neat gift box. Ideal for personal use 
and Xmas gifts. A variety of design: in- 
cluding one for children. Write imme- 
Giately for free samples to Department 265. 


Gilbert import Co. 174 Fifth Ave., N. ¥. C. 











FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS — 
Bibles -Testaments- Portions 
Of All Kinds - in All 
For Home ~ Church - School - Werk 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Visit or write nearest Agency 


~~ York - New York Colored - Philadelphia 
n - Richmond - Sania « + Chicago 
San Francisco 

















s - Denver - 
CUTICURA 
Shaving Cream 

Preteen a ce wee lather 
out the shave. 
Atall Guabene o? pent pestpel ae 
recnpd ot Sa Auras Sane 














a in 3 TF bound volumes, packed in neat ogg 
oo mailed. Sample of map, page, and cover. 
ZABBTH beim ien 103 Beech, amingham, ass. 
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(Lesson 


for Dec. 27) DECEMBER 12, 1931 





For Family Worship } 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 21 to 27 


Mon.—Acts 16 : 6-15. 
Paul’s Entrance into Europe. 


Why “the Spirit of Jesus” (v. 7, R. V.) 
suffered not Paul to evangelize Asia, and 
led ‘him rather to Europe, we do not 
know. Is there a possible clew in the 
fact that he knew there would be a 
readier acceptance of the Gospel in 
Europe? In verse 14, Lydia was listen- 
ing; in verse 25 the prisoners were lis- 
tening. The Sanhedrin would not listen 
to Peter or Stephen; the mob would not 
listen to Paul on the castle steps. God 
knew where the people were Whe had 
ears to hear. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray = Bible 
schools, magazines, and other Christian 
enterprises which have found their money 
tied up in closed banks. : 


Tues.—Acts 22 : 22-29. 
Paul’s Citizenship Advantages. 


To a man who said, “My citizenship is 
in heaven, and so I will. not ‘vote in the 
coming reform élection,” Mr. Moody said, 
“IT think you had better get it down for 
the next thirty days.” Yet the reform 
victory then did not save Chicago from 
ultimate Caponeism. The best of the 
saints differ on the Christian pilgrim’s 
duty in citizenship. The flag is a protec- 
tion to our foreign missionaries, and yet 
the China Inland Mission and some others 
never invoke home government aid in 
crises. Paul used his Roman citizenship 
to glorify God and save men. But it 
did not save him from that final fatal 
ax at Rome. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 


Christian men who have suffered financial 


especially of the need of financing the 
Gospel in unreached lands. 


Wed.—1 Thessalonians 2 : 1-12. 
The Spirit of Paul’s Ministry. 


Every minister of God, whether of- 
dained and in the pulpit or whether serv- 
ing in the lay ranks, may well take this 
Scripture passage as a model; and espe- 
cially verse 12, for we cannot be 
growing in the knowledge of Him, with- 
out also growing in the likeness of Him. 


Prayer SuccEstions: “Pray for God's 
blessing on the huge new credit ori 
ization, established through Pre 
Hoover's vision and energy, that it may 
help to re-establish confidence. 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 2 : 1-10. 
Paul’s Manner of Preaching. 

The late Dr. J. L. Girardeau, a spir- 
itual giant of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, had a sermon on the judgment 
which he used to preach at revivals: Men 
and women used to fall on their knees 
or faces in fear as his mighty eloquence 
moved them. Therefore he read that ser- 
mon from the manuscript in order. that 
he might follow Paul’s plan in verse: 1. 
There is a ‘danger, in preaching, of sub- 
Stituting the power of human eloquence 
for that of the stiil, Small voice of the 
Spirit. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray especially 
that God may enable men and women, 
near and far, who have been caught in 
the snare of “the deceitfulness of riches” 
to see hew much better tt is to lay up 
treasure in Heaven, and that the financial 
stringency, throwing them back on God, 
may lead to sweeping and universal re- 


Fri—Acts 19 : 18-20. A Reading Reformation. 


One is _ sorely needed today, not only of 
“magical” books, but of modern literature, | THE 
and the only way to get it is by the same 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


method Paul used. Dr. W. B. Riley de: 
scribes “the literati of the present day” as 





Announcing a new book. A Mediterrean Traveligne, 
By THOMAS M. CHALMERS 
Director of New York Jewish Mission 


Under the Olive Trees 


Pen pictures of a visit with a Travel Institute of Bible Research Group 
to Palestine, Syria and other lands, 


Foreword by Dr. I. M. Haldeman says: “ The style is as 
air. The realness of the description is so adequate.” Over 
trations. Fine for holiday gift, $1.00. After January 1, $1.25, paces 4 


THOMAS M. CHALMERS, 2654 Marion Avenue, New York City 


nde 





—— 





may use the business depression to give to, 


loss a new vision of stewardship, and: 


g AKE a list aprd wil 2 of 
M Bad Bo ce oa ) a < 


those “who dip their putrid pens in ink | 
blackened by their own life’s experience.’ 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mr. 
and Mrs. C. F. Matthews getting ready 
to go to Northern Brazil under the Evan- 
gelical Union of South America. Mr. 
Matthews gave up a large salary when he 
was with the U. S. Steel, in order to 
enter this higher field. Pray for Mr. 
Oliver Thompson and Miss D. B. Hig- 
gins, two other missionaries. going out 
soon ta a new field; for Dr. Otis G. 
Dale, General Secretary and Home Di- 
rector; for all other South American 
missions. 


Sat.—Acts 20 : 22-35. 
Farewell to the Ephesians. 
No doubt all the churches Paul had 
founded loved him as devotedly as these 
Ephesians. This passage is illustrative. 
Luke has related how the heathen hated 
Paul; now he tells how the united 
churches loved him. Paul’s message is 
one which those in the churches with 
the oversight should still think upon. Dr. 
Stifler says of this farewell: “Analysis 
¢an ho more compass the argument than 
the analysis of a wild flower can preserve 
its odor.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
native churches of the Synod of Central 
Peru which have decided to take the 
direction and oversight of their work on 
their own shoulders; for the Rev. John 
Ritchie who guided this movement; for 
God’s blessing to continue on the message 
to one hundred delegates to the recent 
Synod meeting given by the Rev. Harry 
Strachan of the Latin-American Evangel- | 
istic Campaign (C. E. Mason, Treasure?, | 
93 Worth Street, New York), and for | 
all the evangelizing work he has been do- 
ing recently in Peru and South America. 


Sun.—Isaiah 11 : 1-10. 
The Righteous Kingdom. Set Up. 
How it is needed! Just before the 
King, returned from Heaven, slays the 
Wicked One, the Antichrist (who may 
even now be living out his hidden years 
in preparation for manifestation), “he 
shall <mite the earth with the rod of 
his mouth” (v. 4). Under that word- 
blow the political “gangs,” the corrupt 
judges, the lawless racketeers, the de- 
spoilers of the poor, the “anti-God” or- 
ganizers, the cruel dictators of earth’s 
nations will stagger and reel. It will be 
heaven’s trumpet blast announcing real 
world-wide rig ‘teousness. 


Prayer Succestion: Pray for Minis- 
ter of Finance T. V. Soong, of China, in 
his leadership of the campaign, to throttle 
the inroads of Commumsm into China; 
that the union of the various Chinese fac- 
tions in facing the aggression of Japan 
may work out greatly for the stability of 
mission work, especially under the influ- 
ences <M the Christian leaders, Feng Yu- 
hsiang and Chiang Kai Shek. 





A Postcard erro 


TORREY’S Famous Vest-Pocxetr Herp 


GIST OF LESSONS 1932 FREE 


more Su teac! your 
acqu mee, and send it to us my 8 an introductory 
copy of s Gist of Fas Eee 


i932. idee 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORE, }. 





—— 





“Christian Life” 


Sunday School 
| Lesson on Helps _ 
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|| Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 4 
PRESS" 


Address: UNION 
Box 680, Cleveland, 
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Pieitomt and Publisher 
Putrie E: Howarp © 
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Subscription Rates. 

The Sunday School .Times: is pub- 
lished weekly at the following ay _ pay- 
able in advance, for either ol d or new 
subscribers, in the United ee and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South’ American countries. 
These rates include — 

$2.00—One c ie any number of 
copies less than Soar per year. 
One copy, five peed 

$1.50—Five or more fees welther to 
separate addresses or in-a package to one 
address, $1i50. each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional -is allowed 
for every ten paid’ for in a club. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 

beyond the time paid for, except by. spe- 

cial request; 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS — 























Please be sure to state -the ‘as well 
as the new addréss whenever you request 
a change in your If ‘in a club, 


please give name and address of» your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made, 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, mae ey in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These ‘rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, “75 cents each, per 
year. 

52. cénts—Five or more copies in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. $4 
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